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SPEECH OF HON. R. YY. HAYNE, 
At the Celebration of the Fourth of July, by the State Rights 
and Pree Trade Party. 


——— ———— -_—- -_—— 





After the Regular Toasts were gone through, the following was 
offered by Kearinea Simons, Esq., the President of the day: 


The Orator of the Day—The State of South Carolina owes him a 
debt of gratitude for his able and manly defence of her rights in the 
Senate of the United States: In his Address this day, he bus given a 
feeling exposition of our wrongs, and has fearlessly pointed out the 
ren.cdy—this adds another item to the debt—the State Rights Party, 
vow asseinbled, tender him their thanks. 


This sentiment was received with reiterated cheers—after which 
General Hayse rose and said in substance— 


That he knew not how to express his deep sense of gratitude for the 
unnumbered kindnesses he had received at the hands of his fellow- 
citizens. Be assured, gentlemen, (said Mr. H.,) that, exposed as your 
public servants are, to the hostility and unmeasured abuse of those with 


cordial approbation of our constituents is most grateful to our feelings— 
and is, at this time, rendered doubly dear to our hearts, from the fact, 
that a portion of those in whose cause we have made every sacrifice, 


stone of the teinple of freedom was laid by onr fathers, whose prineiples ,a sincle vote 


‘The uoble structure was reare: 
those who were devoted to Free ‘l'rade, and staked their all in resistance 
to unconstitutional taxation. ‘The Union, we all know, was formed 
long afterwards; and yet there ure those amongst us, who msist that 
this day sha!! be consecrated not to Luverty, but ty Union. Fellow-citi- 
zens, us long as this anniversary shall be deemed worthy of cominemo- 
ration, there are none by whom it can be celebrated in a parer ora 
holier spirit than by you. Where louder than Lere shall the grateful 
| inthem swell to Heaven, forthe “ glorrous example of tyranny over- 
thrown 7”Y We claim not that this day is ours. No! {ft belongs to 


we have espoused. 





natrons—to be celebrated iu mv uarrow of sectarian spirit. tis free- 
dotn’s festivpl. Let no man be excluded. 
our principles, we bid every votary of freedom, native or adopted, in 
whatever clime he may 


have been born. and to whatever political sect 
he may belong. to come 


and partake with us of * the feast of reason and 
the flow of soul.’ There is but one class of men. fellow-citizens. who 





' 
' su there arethcse amone us, who believe tha 
whem they have been brought into angry collision tz your serrice, the | 


to turn the weizht of their indignation against their own friends than | 


against their oppressors. 

A great deal has ben said, of late, of the exaggerations which have 
gone abroad, in reference to the evils of that oppressive system under 
which the South is suffering so grievously, aud your Representatives 
have been charg :d with going further in their opposition to it, than the 
proceeding of the Stat? herself will fully warrant. Now, fellow-citi- 


d g , ? , ¢ " t } ’¢ i 4 P : “4 ° ' * 
zens, | ain prepar ‘d to show, that we have not taken a siugie gronnud in | operation of her sister States. on that community of interest and feeling. | 
a . . . *- 5 ; 
this matter, nor suggested a measure, nor broached a doctrine, for | 


} 


' 


whieh we have not ample warrant in the proceedings of our own Legis- | 


lature, sanctioned by the great body of the people. And 
have advocated these principles heretofore are now found in the ranks 
of our oppouents, itis for them, and not for us, to explain how it has 
happened, that, after asserting certain doctrines, and putting the State 
upon a course of measures which they seem now so loudly to con- 
demn, they could, with the shadow of justice or consistency, be found 
among the numer of our revilers. If your Representatives have said 
that the Tariff, Tor the protection of mannfactures, is “a viola- 
tion of the constitutional compact,” vour Legislature has also, over and 
over again, denounced it as “ utterly unconstitutional :"’ If we have 
declared the Ainerican System to be “ unequal, oppressive, and un- 
just,” your Lezisiature has pronounced it to be “ grossty unequal aud 
oppresstpe, an 1 such an abuse of power, as is encompateble w th the prin- 
ciples of @ free government, and the great ends of ciril society :” Uf we 
have ventared to express the opinion, that, should all other means of 
redress entirely fail, it would be “the right of the State, in the last 
resort, to interpose her sorercign authority for the preservation of her own 
reserved rights, and the constitutional privileges of her citizens,”” your 


Legislature has distinctly asserted the same right, and even as far back ! sisters shall display a courage and 
as 9823, solemnly declared to Congress, and the world, that she was ! her own. 
even then “only restrained” from the assERTION OF THE SOVEREIGN | language of Patrick Henry, “ When will she be stronger ?” 


RIGHTS OF THE sraTte, (which was declared to be * purely a question 
of exprotrevcy. and not of ancecraxce,) by the hope of the abandon- 
ment of a system partial in its nature, unjust in its operation, and not 
within the powers delegated to Congress." And in the Senate, by a 


vote nearly unanimous, it was further declared, that this syste: amounts, | 


if men who |! 


i 

| her sisters would be found bv her side. 
| 

; 

| 

’ 





of ite own rights, or the melts of its citizens. 
iter, and. I think, a safer course, for each State. 


roight pessibly consider themselves as excladed from any participation 
in the celebration of this day, and they are those,to whatever party they 
inav belong, who believe that it i always better to su/mit, than to resist 
oppression, and whose philosophy teaches them “ rather to bear the ills 
that they have, than te fiy to others which they know not of.” I know 
in this opposition to the ‘Tariff, 
at least, wait for the 


rr 
I qnarrel with no man who 


South Carolina shou!d not take the lead. or shonld 
co-operation of the other Southern States. 
Any course that looks not tke nneoustitutional snb- 


holds this opmion. 


' jmission, will, inthe end, save the Constitution, and crown our efforts 
and rendered our best and most faithful services, seem rather disposed | 


with success. [nt it does appear to me, that a prerious concrrt 
among the Southern States, will always be found to be attended with 
great, if not insurmountable diffieuities. Some of our best friends 
hold such a concert forbidden by the Constitution, while they doubt not 
the right of the States, each for itself, of interposing for the protection 
it would seem to be bet- 
in ai! cases of usurpation 
by the Federal Government, to act for herself, and to re ly for the eo- 


which must arise when the stroggic is in a common cause. 


concur with her in what she had dowe, and what she shonld do. 


s1@T- 
self, thong’ standing up for us al! But she knew she was fight*ie¢ 
the battles of Liberty, and the Constitatio: and that, iu the day of trial, 
' But why, mis asked, should 
South Carolina take the lead? We answer, South Carolina has been 
placed by circumstances in the foremost rank “he was the first. and 
the loudest to complain, and shall she be the first to retreat? In acom 


lie 
: 


<7 


mon cause, she has stepped forth as the champion—not in an arrogant or 
boastful spirit, but simply becanse her interest in the question was 2s 
great, perhaps #reater, than others; 
her own domestic difficulties, was willing that others should precede 
her; and Georgia, having a separate controversy with the Federal 
Government, could not be expected to take the lead; and if, after can- 
senting tv occupy this proud position, South Carolina should turn back, 
and say to her comrades, ‘* Go you before, and we will follow,” is it not 
clear that the cause must be lost now, and forever, unless, indeed, her 


becanse Virginia, distracted with 


But we are told that Carolina ts weak. But I will ask, in the 


Will it 


‘be “when our substance shall be dissipated, and our ruin sealed ?” 


’ 
{ 


on the part of the General Government, to “ usurpation and tyranny” — | 
and that, “to permit sach usurpations without remonstrance, and, if | 


need be, RESISTAYCE, is to betray the rights of the people—to change a 
eonfederated into a consolidated government—to sanction tyranny, both 
in principle and in practice, and to deliver their citizens, and their pos- 
terity, bound hand and foot, to a despotism.” And further, “ That 
South Carolina has her own distinet, reserved, undelesated rights. which 
itis her bounden duty to watch over, and protect from all encroachments, 
and that this daty she will not neglect, but, on all occasions, if need be, 
will faithfully, to the utmost, and at all hazards, perform.” 

Now, fellow-citizens, on looking back to these things, is it not passing 
strange, that (our evils not being yet redressed ) your public servants 
should be censured by any of their own fellow-citizens, for faithfully 
supporting the declared sentiments of South Carolina, and (in my own 
ease) for actrvally obeying their known wishes, and express instructions ? 
It is consoling, however, to find, that if some among "s are uomindfal 
of these things, you have not forgotten them, and are not disposed to 
abandon your public servants to the tender mercies of those wliose hos- 
tility they have encountered solely on account of their devotion to your 
rights and interests. — | | 

The spectacle exhibited here this day, fellow-citizens, you will permit 
me to say, gives us the proud assurance, that the great cause of Free 
Trape axp Stare Riowrs will be safe in your bands. Would to 
God that the whole Tariff party were now here, to witness this grand 
and imposing spectacle, and to know of what materials that party is 
composed, who are unalterably determined never to cease their opposi- 
tion to the American System, till the duties shall be brought down to a 
just and equal revenue system, and until appropriations shall be con- 
fined to the few great objects designated in the Constitution—until, in 
short, the Constitution shall be restored. the administration of the Govern- 
ment brought back to its original principles, and the sure basis of a 
PERPETUAL union be laid in the equality and justice of the dispensa- 
tions of the Government. ’ : 

Turning from this topic, you will permit me to say, that the attempt 
which has been made by a portion of your fellow-citizens, claiming to 
be the exclusive friends of Union, to cast upon you the reproach of being 
either unwilling to pop ny or unworthy to unite with them, in the 
celebration of this day, has been met in a spint worthy of freemen, 
We claim no y of this glorious day. We do not arrogute to 
eurselves any exclusive virtue or patriotism, and though we would fain 
hope that we are genuine disciples of the true political faith, yet God 
forbid we should pat out of the temple as unclean, and pronounce un- 
worthy to participate with us in the services of the sanctuary, even the 
humblest follower of that “blessed liberty wherewith God has made 

ee free.” But, by what right are we to be excladed? The very Corner- 


Shail we acquire the means of effectual opposition, * by lying supinely 
on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, untl our 
enemies shall have bound us hand and foot?’ No! In fighting the 
battles of Lireerty and the Consrirurios, we are not weak, if we 
make a proper use of those means which the SOVEREIGNTY oF 
Srares, has placed within our power. 

But believe me, my friends, no such cause as ours ever vet finally 
failed of success, Trath may be obscured, and Liberty beaten down 
for a season, but the sun cannot be always hidden from our eyes, and 
Liberty bounds from the earth with an Antwan spirit. 

We are told, on the authority of Holy Writ, “ not to despise the day 
of small things: and all history teuches us, that the greatest results 
have been produced from the smallest causes. tome expelled 
her tyrants on account of violence to an individual. The liberties of 
Greece have been traced back to a single act of oppression, and a blow 
inflicted on a helpless female, kindle! that spirit of liberty in Poland, 
which has made hers the classic soil to which pilg: images will hereafter 
be made by the disciples of liberty. from every clime. What is there, 
then, to discourage us in the progress of our cause? No great truth 
ever made its wav at once to the hearts or auderstandings of men. In 
the progress of our principles, therefore, there has been not only nothing 
discouraging, but we have abundant cause for prond congratulation 
and the indulgence of the brightest hopes. We have sown the good 
seed, not “ by the wav-side.”” but on the most congenial of all soils, for 
the growth of liberty, the warm and honest hearts of freemen—and, under 
the approving emiles of Heaven, great and glorious will be the harvest. 

The history of our own struggle for liberty, fellow-citizens, has been 
written for our instruction, by one who was said by Mr. Jefferson to 
have “ given the first :mpulse to the ball of the Revolution”—]I mean 
Patrick Henry, who, having ina few brief lines, made a record of the 
transaction, put his seal upon it, and committed it to the hands of his 
executors, to be given the world for the benefit of posterity. It is a 
precious legacy from the great father of American Liberty, to you, his 
children, and [ know you will receive it with becoming reverence and 
affection. “Finding (says this interesting record) that the men of 
weight were averse to opposition, [ determined to venture alone ; and 
unadvised, and unassisted, on the blank leaf of an old law-book, I 
wrote the Resolutions of Virginia. Upon offering them, violent debates 
ensued. Many threats were uttered, and munch abuse cast upon me 
hy the party for submission. After along and warmcontest, the Reso- 
lutions passed by a majority of only one vote. But the alarm spread 
throughout all Ameriea, and the muntsterial party were overwhelmed ; 
the great point of resistance (to unconstitutional legislation) was uni- 
versally established.” And, as we all know, LipeRTY was secuReED. 
Such is the siniple history of the rise, progress, and consummation of 
the proudest event recorded in history, and the greatest victory ever 
achieved for the rights of mau: and yet we see that the resistance had 
| ita origin in a few resolutions offered by an mexperienced young man. 


TH: 





 glecied for the Gzet time to the House cf Burgesses, and carried only by 


‘every lover of liberty throughout the wide worli—it is the jubilee of 


In the enlarged charity of | 


Virginia, | 
when she took her ground against the Alien aud Sedition Laws, acted | 
| without preconcert with other states, and asked only that they should 
Geor- | 


! 
; 
' 
| gia, in her late controversy with the Federal Government, acted for | 
' 


i magnanimity infimtely greater than | 


The moral to be drawn from the lesson is this— Never 


| by the bands of | despair ma good cause, or, in the motto which adorns the front of 


thrs beautiful 


Pavilon—* Do your DUTY, 4ND LEAVE THE CONSE- 
qvences Ty Gop'’—or, as Patrick Henry bimself instructs us—* Re- 
member this ezrample, PRACTICE PATRIOTISM THYSELF, AND EKCOOR- 
AGE IT IN OTHERS.” 


SPEECH OF HUGH 3s. LEG ARE, ESQ. 
AT THE 
Union and State Rights Celebration. 


ee ee ee ee ne 


The Hou. Thomas Lee o‘iered the following volunteer toast: 

| Hugh S. Legare—Aun enlightened Jurist and sound constitational 
| Lawyer—a fnend w tue Guin, and an able and ethcient advocate of 
| State Kights. 

| On which Mr. 


Legare rose, and addressed the meeting in the sub- 
| joined adinirable 


speech: 


Mr. Leeare said he was obliged to the meeting for the opportanity 
|offered him, according to an established usege, of saying what he 
thought and felt upon the momentous occasion, (for so it seemed to him) 
that had bromght them together, and would gladiv avail himself of it to 
| speak very much at length, were it vot pl sically unpossible to make 
)uitnse:f heard in so vast an assemblage. ke thought it due to him- 
self and to these who were of the same way of tmnking, that their Ben- 
timents should be fairly aud fully exoressed—for he had no doubt that 
they were such as would meet the hearty concurrence of a great m2jo- 
rity of the people of South Carolina. He felt the less regret, however, 
at the self-denial he was obliged to practice, because the able speech of 
the Orator of the day, had maintained the doctrines which he (Mr. L.) 
professed, and for which, as the Representitive of the people of Charles- 
ton, he had strenuoasiy, and, he flattered himself, not unsuccessfully, 
contended m the Legislature of the State, during several successive 
me. These doctrines ti ey heard expou! ded and enforced, that 
norming, by a man and in a manner worthy of the proudest days of 
his proud citv, ner did he think that any ene could have listened to 
hat discourse withont bemeg the wiser and better for ir. 

ft has been frequently thrown ont of late, in the language of com- 
plaint and censure, (sad Mr. L sion, 


’ 
’ 
' 


i 
) sees 
: ; 


) and on a recent occasion, very em- 

hatieally, by a gentleman for whom, on every account, I entertain the 

| profoundest respect, that there is a certain party ameng us, who seem 
inuch more intent upen “ correcting the errers of some of our States- 
jtmen’’ (as they are said modestly ww express it) than npon patting their 
| shoulders to the wheel along with the rest of their fellow-citizens, in an 
| honest and manly effort to relieve the Stute from the burdens ander 
| which it ts thought to be sinking—in plan English, that there pretend- 
(ed hostility to the Tariff aets is all a sham. “Sir, this would be a severe 
jrebuke, if it were deserved. 1, for one, should be very sorry to think 
that the part that I am taking in the proceediugs of this day were open 

to that constrnetion God knows it was with extreme reluctance, that 
1 made up my mind to take this step. But what was I to do? What 
alternative has been left us by those who have the eonstructive majority 
of the State, that is to sav, the inajority of the legislature at their back ? 





They have chosen to narrow down the whole controversy concerning 
the American System, to a single point. They have made up an issue, 
and demand a categorical expression of opinion apon the expedieney 
of nmmediately interposing the sovereign power of the State, to prevent 
the execution of the Tariff law: that is to say, according to Mr. Me- 
Duftie’s reading, (the on!~ sensible reading.) of that rather ambicuons 
phrase, to raise the standard of the State. and te summon her subjects, 
by the allegiance which they owe to her, to gather around it, in order to 
resist a law of Congress. Sir. if | do not misunderstand all that we 
have recently heard from men im high places, (and, if I do misunder- 
| stand them, it is net because | have not most anxiously and patiently 
examined what they have said and done.) this, and this alone. is the 
question now before us. In seach a question, all minor considerations 
are swallowed ap and fost. Upon such a question, no man can, or 
ought to be—no man. in the face of a community excited and divided 
as this is—dare be neutral. ft is propounded to we, aiter the fashion of 
the old Roman Senate—You who think thus, go thither—You whe are 
ot any ether epimon, stay here. ‘The country calls upon every indi- 
vidual, however humble he may be. to take his post in this mighty con- 
flict. Sir, Lobev that paramount command, and be it for weal, or be it 
for wo, be it for glory, or be it for shame, for life and for death, here 
I am. 
But, sir, 








[ repeat it, [should most deeply regret that what we are 


new doing, shoald be thought to give anv countenance-to any part of the 


“ American System.” itis known, I believe, to everv bods present, 


' from varions publications which have been long before the community, 


that | think that system unconstitutional, unjust, and inexpedient.. This 
opmion FI did not take up hastily: For. w ith regard to the Tariff, I, in 
common with every body else in the State, once thought it within the 
competency of Congress. Bunt more mature inquiry has resulted in a 
change of my opinion upon that subject, and, although 1 dare not ex- 
press mycelf sv confidently mm respect to it as it is the habit of the times 
to do, | must be permitted to say, that Lam more and more strengthened 
in that conviction, by everv day’s experience and reflection. Sir, if I 
had any doubt about the matter, the proceedings of this dav would be 
sufficient to diepel it. It is melaneholy to think of the change which 
has been made in the feelings and opinions ef some of the best and 
ablest among us, by this pernicions system—to reflect that alienation 
and distrust, nay, In some mestances, perhaps, that wreth and hostilitv 
now possess these bosoms which were, but a few years ago, warmed 
with the loftiest and the hohest enthusiasm for the Government of their 
own, and their father’s choice. ‘The authors of this policy are indirectly 
responsible for this deplorable state of things, aud for all the conse- 
quences that may grow out of it. They have been guilty of an inex- 








Oe ee 


piable offence agamst their country. ‘They found us a united, they 
have made us a distracted people. They found the Union of these 
States an omect of fervent love, and religious veneration—they have 
made even its atilitv a subject of cor:cTroy erey among very enlightened 
men. They have brought us not peace, but a sword. [tis owing to 
this policv, that the Government has to bear the blame of whatever 


evils befall the people, from natural or accidental causes—that whether 


our misfortnnes spring from the barrenness of the earth, or the incle- 
mency of the seasens, or the revolutions of commerce, or a defective 
system of domestic and rural economy—or, im short, frem any other 
source—they are al! indiscriminately imputed to the Tariff. Thed 

and desolation which sre invading mary parts of the lower country 
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Barer of the Constitution. 





the fall iu the price of our great staple commodity—the comparative un- 

rroductiveness of slave labor—are confidently declared to be effects 
of this odious and tyrannical monopoly. Sir, tirmly convinced as I am, 
that there is no sortof connexion (or an exceedingly slight one) between 
these unquestionable -facts, and the operation of the Tariff law, yet, | 
do not wonder at the indignation which the imposition of such a burden 
of taxation has excited in our people im the present anprosperous state 
of their affairs. 1 have sympathized, and do sympathize with them too 
deeply, to rebuke them for their feelings, however improper I deem It 
to be to act upon such feelings as recklessly as some of their leaders 
would have them do. 

Sir, it is not only as a Southern man, that I protest against the Taritf 
law. The doctrine of Free Trade is a great fundamental doctrine of 
civilization. The world must come to it at last, if the visions of im- 
provement in which we love to indulge, are ever to be realized. lit has 
been justly remarked, that most of the wars which have, for the last 
two centuries, desolated Europe, and stained the land and the sea with 
blood, originated in the lust of colonial empire, or commercial monopo- 
ly. Great nations cannot be held together, under a united Government, by 
any thing short of despotic power, if one part of a country 1s to be 
arrayed against another, in a perpetual scrainble for privilege and 
preference, under a system of protection. They must fall to pieces, 
and if the same blind selfishness and rapacity animate the fragments 
which had occasioned the disunion of the whole, there will be no end 
to the strife of covficting interests. When you add to the calamities of 
public wars and civil dissension the crimes created by tyrannical 
revenue laws, and the bloody penalties necessary to enforce them, the 
injusuce done to many branches of industry, to promote the success of 
others, the pauperism, the misery, the discontent, the despair, and the 
thousand social disorders which such a violation of the laws of nature 
never fails to engender, you will admit, | think, that the cause of Free 
Trade is the great cause of human improvement. Sir, [ can never 
sufficiently deplore the infatuation which has brought such a scourge 
npon this favored laud—which has entailed, so to speak, the Curse of an 
original sin upon a new world, and upon the continually multiplying 
millions that are to inhabit it. Most heartily shall [ co-operate m any 
measure, not revolutionary, to do away with the system which 1s already 
become a fountain of bitter waters to us—which threatens to become to 
another generation a sonrce of blood and tears—and, I heartily rejoice 
at the dawn of hope which has opened upon us, in the proposed Con- 
vention at Philadelphia. Not that [ am sanguine as to the wnmediate 
results of such a meeting: but, if it be filled, as nt ought to be, with 
leading and enlightened men from all parts of the country, which think 
as we do upon this great subject, it will awaken the attenuon of the 
people —it will lead to general discussion—it will give scope, if [ may 
40 express it, for the operation of those momentous traths on which we 
rely—and, I cannot, and will not, despair of the Republic, as it came 
down to us from the most venerable band of sages and herves that ever 
laid the fowndation of a great empire, until | become satisfied by much 
better evidence than any I have yet seen, that it is vain to appeal to the 
good sense aud the kindly feelings of the American people. Mean- 
while, to the measure which is now under consideration, and which, by 
whatever name it may be called, is, im my opinion, essentially revola- 
tionary, Lam, as I ever have been, decidedly opposed. I regarded it, 
when it was first mentioned in 1528, as an ill-omened and disastrous 
project—calculated to divide us among ourselves, to alienate from us the 
minds of our natural allies in such a struggle, the agricultural States in 
our neighbourhood, and to involve us in difficulties from which we 
should not be able to retreat without dishonor, and in which we could 
not persevere without inevitable and irretrievable ruin. I might have 
been wrong, but I acted upon deep and solemn conviction, and, I thank 
God, from the botiom of my heart, for being permitted to indulge in the 
consoling persuasion, that my bumble labors on that memorable occa- 
sion, did contribute, in some degree, to avert these calamities. 

Sir, this is nv occasion for going into a detailed analysis of the doc- 
trine of Nullification, a doctrine which, as taught in “ the exposition,” 
I undertake to say, involves as many paradoxes and contradictions as 
there are topics relied on to maintain 1t—but | cannot refrain from pre- 
senting a single view of it which ts, itself, entirely conclusive. You 
will observe, Mr. President, that the difference between as and the ad- 
vocates of this doctrine, is not as to the question how far a State is bound 
to acquiesce in an unconstitutional act of Congress, or, which is the 
same thing, how far it has a mght “to mterpose to arrest the progress,” 
of euch legislation. We admit this right in the most unqualified mau- 
ner; for, if the law be unconstitutional, it is no law atall. So far, 
there is no diiference, and can be no difference between us. The 
question is not as to the right, nor even as to the remedy, but as to what 
shall ensue upon the exercase of the right, or the application of the reme- 
dy. ‘The advocates of Nullification sist upon ut, that the interference 
of the States i. such a case, would be a peaceable act—we say it would 
be, even upon their own showing, an act of war—a revolutionary mea- 
sure—a remedy derived from a source above all Jaw, and an authority 
which bows to no arbiter but the sword—and this is susceptible of as 
rigorous demonstration as any point within the whole compass of public 
law. 

For the sake of argument, I concede all that the most extravagant 
writers in our pewspapers have ever assumed, and a great deal more 
than the most able of them can prove: I will grant that the Government 
of the United States is no Government at all—that 11 is not only a com- 
pact between independent States, but that it is a compact of no peculiar 
solemnity or efficacy—conveying no powers not usually granted by in- 
ternational trealies tablishing no intimate relations between the dif- 
ferent parts of the couutry—not subjecting the citrzen, in the least, to the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Courts—not binding upon his conscience— 
not imposing upou him the obligations of allegiance—not making him 
liable, im any case, to the penalties of treason. I will put the case as 
strongly as possible for the advocates of the doctrine. I will suppose 
that this Constitution, of which we have been boasting so much for near 
half a century, is found outto be a league between foreign Powers, 
and that every. question that can arise under it, is, in the strictest sense 
of the word, a merely political question. What, then, sir? Did you 
ever hoar of one party to a league having a right—notto judge for 
himself of its meaning, mark the distinction—but, to bind the other party 
by his judgmont ? 1 admit that there is no common arbiter—that each 
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of the parties is to judge for himself—does that mean that he shall 
jndge for the others toot A compact between States is as binding 
as a compact between individuals; it creates what is called by text- 
writers, “a perfect obligation :" There is no doubt but that a sove. 
reigaty is obliged, before God and man, scrupulously to fulfil the con- 
ditions of its agreements. But sovereignties, with regard to each other, 
are in a state of nature—they have no common superior to enforce com- 
pliance with their covenants—and, if any difference arise as to their 
rights, and liabilities under them, what says the law of nature and 
mations! Why, what can it say, but that each shall do as be pleases, 
or that force shall decide the controversy ? Is there any imaginable 
alternative between the law and the sword—between the judgment 
ef some regularly constituted umpire—chosen beforehand by the com- 
mon consen: of the contracting parties. and the wltima ratio regum ? 
Sir, we have been told that State Sovereignty is, and ought to be, go- 
verned by nothing but its own “ feelings of honorable justice”—it 
comes up in the declamation of the day, to the description of that irrasci- 
ble, imperious, and reckless hero whose wrath, and the woes it brought 
upon bis country, are an admirable theme for an epic or a tragic song, 
bot would not, | suppose, be recommended as the very highest of all 
possible examples in morality. 


Impiger, iracundas, inevorabilis, acer 
Jura nogat sibi nata, nihil non arrogat armis. 


“« We have a right to judge for ourselves,” say they, “‘ how far we are 
bound by the Constitation, or how far we shail comply with it.” Grant 
it. But whatof the other twenty-three parties’ Are they bound by our 
decision? Shall they not think for themselves, because we say that an 
act, which they have all declared (or the great majority of them) to be 
within the meaning of the treaty, and binding upon us, is not so! If 
our opinion is just, we are not bound. Adwwit it. But of their's is 
just, we are bound. Now, the whole fallacy of the argument on the 
other side, consists in coolly taking for granted the very matter in dis- 
pute—in blottung out this i/—in denying to others the very right of 
judging which we claim for ourselves; and in expecting them, exacting 
it of them, to act upoa our convictions instead of their own. 

Sir, it may be thatthey will do so, Instances upon instances have 
been laboriously compiled, of late, by a writer im one of the leading 
journals of the country, to show how often the Government has been 
forced, right or wrong, to yield to the resistance of the States. I shall 
say notbing of these examples, except that some of them have never 
been mentioned, until recently, but with scorn and indignation. Butl 
maintam that none of these, no, not one, goes to show that the other 
parties to the compact might not, if they had been so minded, have 
rightfully insisted upon enforcing their construction of the contract. | 
will only remark, as to Georgia and the Cherokees, that, as that State 
was clearly right in her pretensions, from first to last, so she maintamed 
her rights by open force, and made no scruple about professing to 
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Mr. President, the argument which I now advance, is too clear for 
controversy. lt addresses itself to the common sense of mankind, and 
the bare stating of it is sufficient to show bow incengiuous and absurd 
the doctrine of the veto is, so far as it rests upon general reasomangs, and 
the law of nature, the only law acknowledged by sovereigns. But if 
any authority be wanted tw confirm it, there is abundance of it at hand. 
Look into the writings of publicists—they are full of it. By the esta- 
blished law of natious, each party coustrues a treaty for itself, but then it 
allows the other to do the same, and if the ditlerence between them be 
med important evough, that other has the option either of recanding 
the whole treaty, (in the case before us, putting the State out of the 
Union,) or making war to enforce it. “ If one of the allies fails in his 
engagements,” says Vattel, * the other may constrain him to fulfil them. 
This is the right derived from a perfect promive. But, if he has no 
other way but that of arms, to constrain an ally to keep his word, it is 
sometimes more expedient to disengage himself from his promises, and 
break the treaty. He has undoubtedly a right to do this, having promised, 
only on condiuon that his ally shall accomplish, on his side, every thing 
he is obliged to perform. The ally offended or mmjured, in what relates 
to the treaty, may then choose either to oblige the perfidious ally to fulhl 
his eugagements, or declare the treaty broken by the violation.”— 
Vattel, Sec. 200. This civilian then proceeds to lay down the rule, that 
the violation of one article of a treaty is a violauon of the whole. He 
admits that this ought not to be rashly done, and says, that the sovereign 
deeming himself aggrieved, ‘‘is permitted to threaten the other to re- 
nounce the entire treaty—a menace that may be lasfully put in execution, 
if it be despised. Suchis doubtless the conduct which prudence, mode- 
ration, the love of peace and charity, would commonly prescribe to na- 
tions. Who will deny this, and mad/y advance that sovereigns are 
allowed suddenly to have recourse to arms, or only to break every treaty of 
alliance for the least sulyect of complaint? But the case here is about a 
right, and not about the steps that ought to be taken, besides the princi- 
ple upon which such a [contrary } decision is founded, is absolutely un- 
supportable,’ &c.—and he goes on tw demonstrate this more at large. 
He quotes Grotius, to show that this clause is sometimes inserted, “ that 
a violation of some oneé of the articles shall uot break the whole, in order 
that one of the parties should not get rid of the engagement on account 
of a small offence.” —See Sec. 202. 

Now, it would be mere cavilling to say, that Vattel allows of this 
appeal to arms only where the party that has recourse to such measures, 
is, @ fact, injured: for the question recurs, who is to judge of that? 
Each party judges for itself at its peril, and war alone can “ arbitrate 
the event;” or, if a peaceful course be preferred, the whole compact 
is at an end. 

Shall I be told, in ans-ver to this reasoning, and the concurring opin- 
ions of all publicists of respectability, that Mr. Madison and Mr. Jetfer- 
son did not think so, in "98? Sir, if they taught any other doctrine, | 
leave it to those who have better understaudings than mine, to explain 
what they meant. But, if it be affirmed that the purport of their resolu- 
tions was, that by the inherent attribute of sovereignty, any single party 
to the Federal compact may interpose, in order to prevent the execu- 
tion of a law passed by ail the rest, and that the others may not maintain 
thetr construction of the Constitution, either by coercing that single State 
into acquiescence, or shutting her out of the Union altogether, at their 
option, then I have no hesitation in declaring it as my opinion, that 
they advanced a proposition inconsistent with every principle of public 
law, without a shadow of foundation in the Constitution of the United 
States, and utterly repugnant to the common sense of mankind. And 
what if they did advance such a paradox, so novel, so singular, so in- 
comprehensible? Are the opinions of two men—however respectable 
and distinguished—speculative opinions, too—for neither Virginia nor 
Kentucky made a case by acting upon these notions—are the adventur- 
ous and speculative opinions of two individuals, couceived, and put 
forth in a time of great excitement, to settle the public law of this coun- 
try, every thing in our Constitution, and our books, and our common 
sense to the contrary, notwithstanding? Why, sir, even under the 
feudal system—a scheme of organized anarchy, if I may use the ex- 
pression—the most that an injured feudatory ever claimed, was the right 
to make war upon his lord, who denied him justice, without incurring 
the penalties of treason. But it was reserved for the nineteenth century 
to discover that great secret of international law—and to deduce it, too 
by abstract reasoning upon the fitness of things—a right of war in one 
party out of twenty-four, whenever the mood prompts, or of doing what 
amounts to an act of war, accompanied by the duty of implicit acqui- 
escence in all the rest! But the trath is, that neither Mr. Jefferson nor 
Mr. Madison had any sach wild and chimerical conceits, as, I think 
perfectly demonstrable from the very texts cited, to maintain the oppo- 
site opinion. I have had occasion, frequently, to examine this subject 
and I speak with confidence upon it ; and, assuredly, that confidence is 
not diminished by the emphatic declaration of Mr. Madison himself— 
by the contemporaneous exposition of the resolutions in the Virginia 
Assembly—by the disavowal of the doctrine by all the leading members 
of the Democratic party, with Mr. Livingston at their head—and by 
the unfeigned surprise which the whole country, Virginia and Kentucky 
included, expressed upon the first propounding of this extraordinary 
proposition, in 1828. The Virginia resolutions talk of the right to in- 
terpose—do they say what is to ensue upon the exercise of that right ? 
No, sir, they thought that intelligible enough—they were asserting no 
more than what has been so expressively and pointedly designated as 
the “right to fight,” and they meant, if they meant any thing more 
than a declaration of opinion, to back their declarations by 100,000 militia 
as I understand the phrase of the day to have been. This is the 
plain English of the matter—and one ground of objection to the “ Car. 
olina doctrine,” as it has been called, (though I doubt, not very ac- 
curately,) is, that it is not put im plain English, that the people may 
be led, by a fatal deception, to do what they have never seriously 
contemplated, and what no people ought to do, without a solemn 
self-examination, and a deliberate view to consequences. 


Sir, we have heard of “ nursery tales of raw head and bloody 
bones.” [ am sorry that such an expression escaped the Hips of the 
distinguished person who uttered it, and, I lament stil] more that he 





Yet, strange to eav, the very men who parnt to us the eovereignty 
of the States in such colors, and would cavil about the ninth part of nN 
hair where then own rights and interests are concerned, forget entirely 
that there are any other parties to the compact but South Carolina. or that 
those parties have any rights to exercise, or any interests to maintain ! 


gave it to the world in prmt. [ am sure when he comes to recon- 
sider, he cannot approve it, unless, indeed, he means to declare, that 
| the rest of the States are too cowardly, or too feeble even to attempt 
to enforce their construction of the compact. This may be so. but 
for my part, | cannot consent to act upon such acalculation. If we 
do what we firmly believe it is our duty to do, let us make up our 
, minds to meet all cousequences. If there is any feature m the Ameri- 


‘minds that a 
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can Revolution more admirable than another, it is, that our fathers 
had fully counted the costs before they took a single step. The leaders 
of the people were at great pains to inform them of the perils and priva- 
tions which they were about to encounter: They put them upon their 
guard against precipitate determinations ; ‘They impressed it upon their 
riod was at hand which called for * patience and heroic 
martyrdout :"’ They had not as yet a coantry to save, or a government 
worth to be transmitted to posterity, or how much more anxious would 
their deliberations have been! The language of a great popular 
leader at Boston, before the first overt-act of resistance, has made a deep 
hopression upon my mind, and deserves to be repeated here. “Its 
not the spirit that vapors within the:e walls,”’ said Mr. Quincy, “ that 
must stand us instead. The exertions of this day will call forth events 
which will make a very different spirit necessary for otr salvation. 
Look to the end. Whoever supposes that shouts and bosannas will ter 

minate the trials of this day, entertains a childish fancy. We must be 
grossly ignorant of the importance and the value of the prize we are 
contending for—we must be equally ignorant of the power of those who 
are contending against us—we must be blind to that malice, rrreteracy, 
and insatiable revenge which actuate our enemies, to hope we shall end 
this controversy without the sharpest, sharpest confiicts—to flatter our- 
selves that popular resolves, popular harangues, popular acclamations, 
and popular vapor, will vanquish our foes. Let us co: sider the tsswe. 
Let us weigh and consider, belore we advance to those measeres which 
must bring on the most trying and terrible struggle tus country ever 
saw.” 

‘lo this complexion it must come at last, and the only question now 
submitted to the people of South Carolina, is—Are you ready to absolve 
yourselves’ from your allegiance to the Government of the United 
States, and to take and maintain your station as a separate Common- 
wealth among the nations of the earth? 

1 have confined myself, in the discussion of this subject, to a single 
point in one branch of it. I have said nothing about the extent of our 
grievances, so enormously exaggerated by the “ Exposition.” Even in 
regard to the proposed remedy by Nulliteation, | have chosen to take 
up the question as it is presented by the warmest advocates of that doc 
trine—and, I submit that I have made it plain, that, even on their own 
showing, it is necessarily an act of war—a revolutionary measure. But, 
in doing so, I have conceded a great deal too wuch—I have allowed 
them to treat our elaborate and peculiar polity, which we have been 
taught to regard as one of the master-pieces of human inventuon—as if 
it were the coarsest and loosest of those occasional expedients to preserve 
peace among foreign Powers, leagues, offensive and defensive. If 
their argument is wholly inconclusive, and, indeed, manifestly incon- 
grnous and absurd, even in this point of view, what shall be said of it, 
when it is thoroughly and critically examined with reference to a trve 
state of the case? Sir, I have no language to express my astonishment, 
that such a doctrine should have found any countenance from the able 
and enlightened men who have given in their adhesion to it. 

We have been taunted as submissionists—I am not afraid of a nick- 
name—" "Tis the eye of childhood that fears a painted devil.” It would 
be easy—very, very easy, to retort—but I prefer accepting our own de- 
nomination, and putting my own interpretation upon it. I give you, sir, 

The submission-men of South Carolina— 

“They dare do all that may become a man; 
‘‘ Who dares do more, is none.” 








THE AMERICAN SYSTEM. 


From the Bucks Couuty ( Pa.) Republican. 


In the last Intelligencer, we notice a call for a County Meeting of 
“the citizens of Bucks County, friends of the American System, and 
the encouragement of our own manufactures in preference to the manu- 
factures of European workshops.’ This description we should sup- 
= broad enough to include every citizen of the county, especially the 
atter part of it. But, from an editorial paragraph in the same paper, 
we perceive the call is for ‘‘the frends of the American System” 
exclusively, and, as the American System, by the call itself, is used as 
something different from “the encouragement of our own manufac- 
tures in preference to those of European workshops,’’ we presume the 
citizens designated by the latter part of the call, are not expected to 
attend. Professing ourselves to belong to this latter class, we are anxious 
for a correct understanding of the matter. We should like to know, 
for instance, whether a farmer who prefers having his horse-shoes, and 
his ploughshare, and his harrow-teeth, and his wagon-irons, &¢., made 
in an American shop, by an American smith, is entitled to attend this 
meeting, or whether it is intended only for those citizens who advocate 
the American System, which encourages the importation of these arti- 
cles from Europe ready-made? We ask the stout-lunged writer of 
editorials for the Intelligencer for information. As the matter now 
stands, it appears very like a call for organizing “the monopoliste”’ 
against the “working men.” Do explain, neighbor “ long-wind.” 
We are almost dying of curiosity to know what this “ American Sys 
tem’ is. We half suspect it is a kind of mental gymnasium for the 
* healthful refreshment’ of “ Speculative Working men,” or those 
who work “head work.” Are we nght, L.L.D.? “ Turn your head 
other way, then.” 





From the lilinois Advocate 

Hezekiah Niles and Matthew Carey, the “‘ Jachin and Boaz” of the 
‘American System,” have been telling the people for several years 
past, that the “ Tariff” and “ high duties make goods theap.” Will 
these gentlemen now be good enough to tell us, “why it is that pro- 
tected domestics, Cassinetts, and American twoollins,” have risen in price 
from twenty to forty per cent. within the last year? And why mew 
factories are erecting in the Eastern States, if those already there can 
more than supply the demand of the home market? And, why it js 
that farmers and mechanics are unable to make more than from one to 
six per cent. on their capital and labor, whilst the protected sugar- 
planter and cotton and him wn manufacturer are enabled to divide from 
fifteen to fifty per cent. on their capital? Be good enough, gentlemen 
to explain this matter to the people of the “ West.” ' 





The following paragraph is copied from the Georgetown (South 
Carolina) Intelligencer of Thursday last. 'e presume such a state- 
ment would not have been made without entire confidence in its 
correctness.—Nat. Intel. 


‘Some time since, we are informed, a legal gentleman of Charlea 
ton imported some goods, and gave the usual bonds for the duties, 
which have lately become due. On their payment being refused, ae 
we understand, for the purpose of bringing the question of constitu- 
tionality before a jury of the country, they were placed by the Collector 
in the hands of Mr. Frost, the District Attorney, who has declined to 
bring suit upon them, believing the Tariff law to be unconstitutional. 
We poveeives, that, in the brilliant illamination of the State Rights 
Pavillion, a few evenings since, in Charleston, the name of “ Edward 


Frost’’ had a considerable place, with the addition of “ the Carolina 
Habersham.” 


Tue Masvractoure or Cotrtroxs-Tureap.—The fineness with which 
cotton-thread can be drawn out, by machivery, may be gathered from 
the fact, that Mr. John Pollard, of Manchester, spun. in 1792, on the 
mnie, (the name of a particular description of the cotton-spinuing ma. 
chinery,) no fewer than two hundred and seventy-eight hanks of yarn 
forming a thread upwards of a hundred and thirty-two miles in length, 
from a single pound of raw cotton. Of the rapidity with which some 
portions of the machinery work, you may form an idea, when you 
learn that the very finest thread which is used in making lace is parred 
through the strong flame of a lamp, which burns off the fibres, without 
burning the thread itself. The velocity with which the thread moves ie 
80 great, that you cannot perceive any motion at all. The line of thread 
passing off a wheel through the flame, looks as if it were at rest ; and 








it appears a miracle that it is not burned.—{ Working- Man's Compan. 
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THE AMERICAN SYSTEM IN PHILADELPHIA. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Tuvaspay Evening, July 14, 18531. 
COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Baker presented the follow- 


ing petition from the Victuallers, which was referred to the au- 
nexed special Committee—Messrs., Leiper, Moss, Lehman, 
Worrall, Toland and Massey. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Philadelphia. 


The undersigned, victuallers of the City and County of Phila- 
delphia, respectfully beg leave to represent to your houvorable 
bodies, that they have long felt as a grievance, seriously affect- 
ing their respective avocations—the practice of victuallers and 
others, not inaptly termed ** Shinners,” vader the assumed garb 
of farmers, occupying stalls in the several markets or stands 
within the market limits, which by law are exclusively appro- 
priated to the use of * Farmers bringing to ™ market the pro- 
duce of their farms”—and from which professed victuallers are 
by law excluded. ; 

This practice—increased to an alarming extent, and pursued 
with impuuity—presents itself at present, as an evil imperious: 
ly calling upon your honorable bodies fur prompt and eflicient 
redress. All the prohibuiory laws at present existing on the 
subject, have been, in every instance of attempted prosecution, 
successfully evaded, by oflenders shelterting themselves under 
the convenient plea of being * Farmers” and thus by subtertuge 
avoiding the penalties to which they are jusily liable. Laws 
whese sulutary intentions can be thus easily evaded, or perverted 
to purposes munifestly repugnant to their spirit or design, must 
in themselves be radically defective. 

While your petitioners feel satisfied that there would be 
great difficulty in specifying particularly what descriptions of 
country produce—or the occupation of how much land, should 
entitle the possessor to the appellation aud privileges of *a 
Farmer”—yet they believe it easy to say, what should not thus 
eutitle one. 

Farmers following in connection the occupation of a victu- 
aller, or victuallers following their trade though they may oc- 
cupy a farm, surely ought not, and it is believed never were to- 
tended to be considered as that description of persous for whom 
exclusive privileges were grauted as farmers. 

If a furmer may follow the occupation of a victualler by eva- 
sion—or a victualler by like means, because he farms perhaps 
a rod of ground, claim the privileges of a farmer—does it not 
follow, by parity of reasouing—that either may follow the occu- 
pation of a fishmonger, at prohibited stands, because he may 
have a fishpond on his farm! This may appear as placing the 
matter in a ludicrous light—but the inference is fair and oa- 
tural. and itis believed may satisfy the uaderstanding as well as 
more labor:d argument. Each wade or occupation having 
had its specific location assigned—aud having been the sulyject 
of distinct legislation—it seems but reasonable that no one 
can, at the same time, lawfully pursue that of another blended 
together —nor at any other place than that specially appointed. 

The victuallers, as a class, have their particular shambles— 
the Jerseymeo theirs—Farmers—Truckmen—Milkmen, aod 
various others, have each their stands fixed by law—the pur- 
suing either branch of business by one at any other place than that 
appointed—or blending different pursuits together for the purpose 
of evasion—1S A VIOLATION OF THE SPIRIT OF THE Law and 
usurpation of what is believed to be the vested rights of the 
other. 

Your petitioners believe, as a claas, they cootribute more in 
rents towards the public reveaue, than any other attending the 
markets—they are as necessary to the comfort and convenience 
of the citizens—that they sustain the reputation of the city io 
the line of their profession as well, whether quantity, quality, 
or attention be regarded, and they further believe they claim 
but their rights when they require full aod ample protection in 
the pursuit of their occupations. 

Believing it unnecessary to enlarge, they respectfully ask 
your honorable bodies to pass a law prohibiting the sale of any 
butcher's meat, in less quantities than the quarter, at any 
other public places within the market limits, than at such 
stalls as are appropriated for victuallers—and that any Farmer, 
Shinner, or other person whatever, who shall offer, or expose 
for sale any butcher's meat, in less quantities, or in any ether 

lace or places, than are specified and allowed by law, shall 

rfeit the same, together with such penalty as your wisdom 

suggest. 

xy ~y embracing a full prohibition of this kind, while ¥ 
would do injustice to none, would secure your petitioners in 
the enjoyment of what they consider their rights, and, in the end, 
add to the public revenue, by uamasking the disguised victual- 
lers, and forcing them to rent some of the many unoccupied 
stalls, which, through them, are now tobe seen ia the victualler’s 
shambies— your petitioners will ever pray, dc. 


Tuurspay Evenine, July 21, 1831. 
COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Leirer, as Chairman of the 


Special Committee to whom was referred the petition of the 
Vicwallers, made the ensuing Report and Resolution, which 
were UNANIMOUSLY agreed to by both Councils. 

The Committee to whom were referred, on Thursday last, 
the memorial, then presented, of Henry H. Miller, and others, 
vietuallers—anod the counter memorials of Heary Troth, and 
others, citizens of Philadelphia—and the other counter memo- 
rials of Ezekiel Norman, aud others, farmers of Chester and 

ware counties, report : 

OT hat the areas Ne g by their memorial, ask of Councils, to 
pass an ordinance * prohibiting the sale of any butchers’ 
meat io less quantities than the quarter (of the anninal) at any 
other public places within the market limits, than at such stalls 
ag are appropriated for victuallers ; and that aay Farmer, Shio- 
ner, or other person whatever, who shall offer or expose for 
sale any butchers’ meat, in less quantities, or in any other place 
or places than are specified and allowed by law, shall lorfeit 
the same, togeth=r with such penalty as the wisdom of Coun- 
cils may suggest.” ’ 

That the citizens, by their counter memorial, represent, ‘ that 
such an ordinance would place the house-keepers of Philadel- 
phia at the mercy of the victuallers, and would enable them 
so demand almost any prices they thought proper to place on 
their meats: that there is scarce any family, especially in the 
warm season, who would wish to buy a whole quarter of meat; 
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and the prohibition ef selling by a less quantity would be. 
equal to a total refusal to allow the article to be sold at all.” | gree. 
And that the Farmers represent, that such an erdinance | 


SP —-_— = 


doubtful legality, obviously unjast. and impolitic io a high de- 
They therefore submit the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from the fur- 


‘would as they believe, be prejudicial to the interests, and in-| ther considerativa of the subject. 


convenient to both the citizen and farmer, in consequence of the’ 
most opulent not wishing, aod a great portion of the people’ 
vot being able to purchase that quantity at a time.” | 

It is well known to Councils, that, by the act of Assembly 
authorizing the construction of additional market houses, the | 
western moiety of each new market house was appropriated | 
exclusively to the accommodation of ** such persons as send or | 
carry the produce of their farms to market.” Over this law 
of the state, the councils of Philadelphia have nw control: and 
they would probably exceed their legal powers, were they to 
deny to the owner of a farm the right of selling in market the 
veal, mutton, and beef, which were the produce of it. ‘To say 
that such a farmer should not sell by less parcels than the 
quarter, would be nearly the same as to deny his right of sale 





altogether; for no one buys meat ia so large quantities during 
half the year, and few at any time. Besides, there is no law 
which authorizes the City Councils to determine for the owner 
of a farm, in what manner he shall cut his meat for market, or 
in what form he shall expose it for sale. His interest will teach 
him to expose it in the form which is most acceptable to pur- 
chasers; aud the Legislature, aware of this, may have thought 
it unnecessary that any legal regulation should be made on 
the subject. 

These considerations go to prove that the Councils have no 
power to grant the prayer of the victuallers’ memorial. But 
if they had the power, it is plain to the Committee, that it 
would be unwise to exercise it. 

The victwallers of the City and County of Philadelphia 
form a very respectable and wealthy body of men: whose 
rights the Committee would be anxious to respect and secure. 
It may, however, be affirmed, with confidence, that the farm- 
ers of the adjacent counties, who attend the Philadelphia 
markets, are not less entitled to the respectful consideration of 
Councils. Equally just in their dealings, equally respectable 
as to general character, and more numerous, they contribute 
even more largely to the public accommodation and comfort. 

The fact that they come from different and comparatively 
distant parts of the country, and cannot therefore easily com- 
bine together, to raise the prices of provisions, or to withhold a 
supply of them fram the market—and the additional fact that 
they never have attempted such a combination—forms an ar- 
guiment against che passage of any law which should postpone 
their iuterests to those of any other persons who attend the 
markets. 

But it is the general good which should be first eared for. If 
the wishes of any portion of the community are inconsistent 
with the interests of the rest, it would be unjust and unwise to 
gratify the wishes of the few at the expense of the rights of 
the many. Monopolies are always odious, and seldom politic. 

To grant the request of the memorial, would be to preveut 
farmers from selling meats, and thus to give this important 
business to the victuallers alone. It would be to grant a mo- 
nopoly of articles of the first and daily recurring necessity, to a 
single class of men. It would enable the victuallers to exact 
most exorbitant prices, or at their pleasure totally to deprive 
the community of the most indispensable articles of provisions. 
The hardships which a combiuation for such a purpose, so for- 
tified, would inflict upon the poor, need scarcely be alluded to. 
The rich man might suffer a partial inconvenieuce, but by sub- 
stituting at his table some other more expensive article of diet, 
he would be enabled to disregard the combination. But the 
cheaper meats which are supplied by the butcher, must neces- 
sarily be the principal reliance of the men in middliug circum- 
stances, and almost the ouly resort of the laboring part of the 
community. No law can be wise, which would make these 
large aad important portioaus of the commusity dependent on 
the policy or the caprice of any single class of men for their 
daily supply of necessary food. 

Nor would it be safe, as the experience of the last few days 
has proved, to confine a power so easily abused, to the hands 
of any individuals, however elevated by abuadance of pecuni- 
ary means, or acknowledged liberality of disposition. The peo- 
ple of Philadelphia have seen with surprise and regret, that it 
is possible for the highly respectable victuallers who have here- 
tofore furnished their markets, to combine together—pot to 
raise the price of their meats, for such things have occured 
elsewhere—but absolutely to withhold from the inhabitants of 
the City and Liberties their customary supplies of animal 
fuod. Had the law for which the memorialists ask, been here- 
tofore in force, this combination must have been entirely suc- 
cessfui; and the public would have been compelled to accede 
to any terms which the victuallers thought proper to dictate, 
as the condition on which they might be permitted to return to 
their ordinary diet. It is the absence of the very law which 
the victuallers call on Councils now to enact, which alone has 
saved the city from the disgrace of such a capitulation. 

It is true, that the persons whe have sold in the market 
houses have found, since the first establistiment of the markets, 
that their profits were interfered with by those who sold iu the 
streets. ‘The farmer, who paid $20 a year for a stall which he 
generally occupied two days of the week, has found that other 
farmers who were willing to dispense with protection from the 
weather, could sell produce from their carts with pearly equal 
facility: And the butchers who paid $30 a year for the advan- 
tages of a market stall daring six days of the week, have com- 
plained that their brethren in the street paid nothing. To 
meet these complaints of the victuallers (for the farmers have 
not complained) laws have, from time to time, been passed by 
Councils : but the difficulty of distinguishing between a butcher 
and a farmer selling the produce of his farm, has in many in- 
stances undoubtedly made them ineffectual. 

At the very moment when the memorial of the victuallers 
now uoder examination was presented, a law on this subject, 
carefully and laboriously digested, had been for several weeks 
under the consideration of Councils. Receut occurrences may 
justify a reasonable doubt whether the provisions which it con- 
tains ou this subject are not more ample and imperative than 
sound policy would now dictate. 

This, however, is not a question for the consideration of the 
Committee, inasmuch as the memorial referred to them prays 
for the exclusion of all farmers, and other persons whatever, 
except victuallers, from the right of selling meats in the cus- 
tomary mabuer and in convenient places. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM J. LEIPER, 

WILLIAM LEHMAN, 

J. MOSS, 

JOSEPH WORRELL, 

HENRY TOLAND, 

CHARLES MASSEY, Jr. 
July °1, 1831. 
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Satrournpay, Sertremser |, 1787. 


The Hon. Mr. Brearly, from the Committee of Eleven, to whom such 
parts of the Constitution as have been postpoued, and such parts of re- 
ports as have not been acted on, were referred, informed the House the 
Committee were prepared to report partially. 

The following report was then read: 

That, im lieu of the ninth section of the sixth article, the following be 
inserted : 

‘The Members of each House shall be ineligible to any civil office 
under the authority of the United States, during the time for which 
they shall respectively be elected: and no person, holding any office 
under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his 
continuance in office.”’ 

The Hon. Mr. Rutledge, from the Committee to whom sundry pro- 
positions, entered on the Journal of the 28th ultimo, were referred, in- 
furmed the House that the Committee were prepared to report. 

The following report was then read : 

That the following additions be wade to the report, namely : 

After the word “ States,” in the last line, on the margin of the third 
page, add, 

“To establish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies.” 

And insert the following as the sixteenth article. viz: 

“Full faith and credit ought to be given. in each State, to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings, of every other State ; and the 
Legislature shall. by general laws, preseribe the manner in which such 
acts, records, and proceedings, shall be proved. and the effect which 
jadgments obtained in one State shall have in another.” 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn till Monday next, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

Monpay, SertemsBer 3, 1787. 


It was moved by Mr. Morris, and seconded, to strike out the words 
“‘ judgments obtained in one State shall have in another,” and to insert 
the word “thereof,” after the word “effect,” in the report from the Com- 
mittee of Five, entered on th: Journal of the Ist instant—W hich pass- 
ed in the affirmative. 

Yeas—M assachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina, South Carohina—. 

Nays— Maryland, Virginia, Georgia—3. 

It was moved and seconded to strike oat the words “ ought to,” and 
to insert the word ‘‘ shall,’ and to strike out the word “ shail,” and in- 
sert the word ‘‘ may,”” in the report entered on the Jourwal of the Ist in- 
stant—W hich passed in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the report, amended as follows: 

“ Fall faith and credit shall be given, im each State, to the public acts, 
records, and judicial proceedings, of every other State ; a the Legis- 
lature may, by general laws, prescribe the manner in which such acts, 
records, and proceedings, shail be proved, and the effects thereof.” 

It passed in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the following clause of the report: 

“To establish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies.” 

It passed in the affirmative. 

Yeas—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgi 

Nay—Counecticut—1. 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn-W hich passed in the negative 

Yeas—Maryland, Virginia—2. 

Nays—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia—8. 

It was moved and seconded to the consideration of the re- 
port from the Committee of Eleven, entered on the Journal of the Ist 
instant, in order to take up the following : 

“The Members of each House shall be incapable of holding any of 
fice under the United States, for which they, or any other for their ben. 
efit, receive any salary, fees, or emoluments of any kind; and the ac- 
ee of such office shall — their a respectively.” 

n the question to ne—It passed in ive. 
uaposumnssheaen Daa Carolina—2. ra 
Navs—New Hampshire, Massachusetta, Connecticut, New Jersey, 

Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia—8 
_ It was moved and seconded to adjourn—Which passed in the nega- 
ive. 

Yeas— Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina—4. 

Nays—New Heuspshive, Manechuntite, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
South Carolina, Georgia—6. 

It was moved and seconded to insert the word “ created," before the 
word “during,”’ in the report of the Committee of Eleven——Which 
passed in the negative. 

Yea:—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia, N. 
Carolina—5. 

_Nays—Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, South Carolina, Geor. 
gia—od. 

it was moved and seconded to insert the words “‘ created, or the emo: 
luments whereof shall have been increased,” before the word “ dus 
ing,’’ in the report of the Committee. 

On the question being taken, the vetes were— 

Yeas—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia, N, 
Carolina—5. 

Nays—Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, South Carolina—4. 

Divwed—Georgia—1. 

‘The same question was taken again——Which passed in the affirm- 
ative. 

Yeas—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia, N 
Carolina—. 

Nays—Connecticut, Maryland, South Carolina—3. 

Divided—Georgia—}. 

Separate questions having been taken on the report, as amended— 
They passed in the affirmative. 

And the report, as amended, is as follows : 

‘The Members of each House shall be ineligible to any civil office 
under the authority of the United States, created, er the emoluments 
whereof shall have been increased, during the time for which they shall 
respectively be elected; and no person holding any office under the 
United States shall be a Member of either House during his continn- 
ance in office.” 


The House then adjourned. 





The Printers in London have resolved to — the King, on the 
distressed situation of the Trade, owing to Machinery, and raying that 
a protection duty be imposed, of four sbillings per perfect Ream on all 
newspapers, and two shillings per perfect ream upon all books that are 
worked by machinery: and that the same petition be presented pre: i- 
ous to the ensuing session of Parliament, sigued by the whole body of 





The Committee believe that such an ordinance would be of 


the Journeymen Letter-press Printers (and Masters act using Ma- 
chines) in London. 
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ANTI-TARIFF CONVENTION. 
From the Richmond Enquirer. 9 

We have published the proposition for holding an Anti-Ta- 
rif Convention, oa the 30th of September—and also a paper 
explaining the advantages of sucha mecuug. li appears from 
the following Resolutions, that both parties mm Chariestou have 
adopted the measure. May we noi respectfully recommend it 
neeful and constuituhonal 





to the Citizens oj] Virginia PTtisa y>¢ 
measure for uniting the friends of Free Trace against tis 
‘bill of abominations.” It will bring together lie facts. i 
will concentrate the arguments in cue pot at apt ft wal 
' } eae. +7 ' “a9) : ii 
proguce a CO-operiWuon, “a PGi, AUG a@ Stee, pul, Aud & Purl 
‘ . rus 7° SS ae } 
il together,’ amoug the enemics of the Larii—npot conhuca 

> . A whe —e> . . ° 

to one section of the comntry, bul extending iron Maine Lo 
' | : ‘ , ; sealheatagecal ! + 
G POTS tal. ht aVOiGs > jOibtssiOb. It avoids muiiicarwou, it 
will call into action the mind aud strengti et the peace 
. is 7. rararniv.s ° oils ; } Mrsillao 
against the measure. it will Ofpanize a peal al OPPesion 


' 1 ~* 2 hy &- ? rely ? ‘ chin 
which 4s ited to cifect The GHjeCci without miuscihel. 


biect to one focus: 


It will bring aii thie lights on lilis great suv! 
and pour the full force of them upon the ne Congress of the 
United States. ‘his, toe, isthe very moment for such un united | 
effort. And thisis the proof of i. * * * * 

Let it not be disguised, that this important problem ought to 
be, we may add, musi be taken up by the next Congress—lol 
time presses—the public debt will soon be extinguished, if no 
extravagant schemes for diverting the public funds irom their | 
legitimate objects, be foreed upon the people. Preparations, | 


therelore, Ou! ht to be immediately nmade—they ave recoth- 
mended not merely by the condition of the oppressed cousum- 
but of the manufacturers themselves—tor the gracual, 
certain reduction of the Tariff, down to the point which the 
' ‘ ° - ’ " : 7 . “- t.. . o , s 
Republi nu (Convention ol New Hampshire ‘ alls a revenut 
‘Snot more than ms nece ssary to delray the ordinary eXPcuses 
of the Covernment.” 
Now. then. is the time to act—now Js the time to thron 
upon the which cau be coliected from 
every quart "9 


| 
ers, 


subject ali the lights 
and rally together the friends of Free Trade— 
not to passionate exe tions, but to a peaceful, constitutional, 
and united effort. What! shall the manufacturers combine ; 
sod shai we not nasociate ? Shall they hold their Conventions: 


and not we? Shall they appeal to interesis, and we not to prin- | 


ciples ) ‘They employ suphisiry and deiusion—and shall we 
not to argument?) Shall we uot oppose fact to fact— 
and appeal to appeal ? 

We would recommend it, therefore, to the citizens of Virginia, 
at their respective Court-louses, in the months of July or Au- 
gust—perhaps on the great Election Day, in the latter month 
—to assemble in their primary capacities, and appoint Deile- 
gates to represent them in the Anu-Tanif® Convention. The 
moment ove meeting is held in Virginia, the spirit will move 
over the land—and the example w ill be fullowed elsewhere.— 
So mote il le! 


resort 





From the Roanoke ( N.C.) Advocate. 


We poablish in this day’s paper a proposition for holding an 
Anti-Tarif Couvention, in Philadelphia, on the JUth of Sepr. 
next. Convinced, as we are, of the evils of the ** American 
System,” its oppressive effect upon the South, and its dangerous 
influence upon all parts of our common country, we are 
extremely desirous of seeing the friends of the Constitution, 
and of free trade and unrestricted commerce, actively engaged 
in concentrating all their forces upon this occasion. The party 
will by this Convention be enabled to act in concert and togeth- 
er. The difference of opinion among ihe friends of the Cousti- 
tution, as to a remedy for che evils of the Tariff, has done much 
to weaken their cause—doetrines are supported by able mem- 
bers of the party, which are almost as dangerous in their ten- 
dency as the falsely styled American System itself. It is 
time that fundamental principles should be established, and a 

lan of relicf adopted in which all can and will unite. This 
Mariff mus’ be attacked atthe next session of Congress—a great 
struggle must be made.to obtain a just and equal system of 
taxation, and the Anti-'T'ariff Convention is weil calculated to 
furnish our Representatives and Senators with facts und argu- 
ments, and the people atlarge with those fudamental principles, 
by which they are to be governed in a consistent, continued, 
and constitutional opposition to the encroachments of the 
General Goverment. Meetings have been held in Virginia and 
hy both parties in South Carolina, and may we not hope 
that in this State the people will come forward wiih zeal and 
activity in such a cause. We invite the serious attention of 
out readers to the proposition, and respecfully suggest that me- 
tings be forthwith held in the Counties of Bertie, Northamp- 
ton, Halifax, and Martin, for the purpose of appointing five 
Representatives, to meet at the town of Jackson, on the 6th 
of September, to elect a Delegate for this district, (Roauvke.) 





From the Camden Journal. 


Old Mr. Hezekiah Niles, after giving notice of the contem- 
plated Convention, at Philadelphia, in September next, of the 
friends of unrestricted commerce, makes himself ridiculous by 
appending to it, one of his still boro attempts at wit aud ridi- 
cule. We have no idea of “ poking fun” as Col. Stone has it, 
at this self-conceited and weak old gentleman. Ue is too 
much our senior to leave us at liberty to treat him as a younger 
man would deserve to be treated, who should uth such shal- 
low absurdities and make such silly exhibitions of himself. 
There is too much of dotard egotism in every thing he says, to 


merit any thing but ridicule, and yet to bestow it, would be 
claimed as positive want of argument, and subject a man to 
We shall therefore 
let the Great Hezekiah pretty much alone—only advising him 


the charge of railing for lack of reasons. 


to confine his follies principally to the tabular tribulations with 


which he has afflicted lis readers, for the last ten or fifteen years, 
and to the heavy humdrumisms of the Register, in recording 


his donations of Satunet vests, and Oriskany inexpressibles. 
Let him strut ull he tires of it, in his gift Swans-downs and 
Kieemosyuary breeches—but let him avoid all attempts at 
smartness. as he would shun a Cotion carder’s devil. 
no wit, and that is a matter he may makeup his mind to. HM 


offer areward of three dozen terrapins, to the first discoverer of 
He ridicule a body of gentlemen, convened to 


Free Trade! 
oppose the unholy strides of a horde of manuiacturing mono- 
polists ! 











places with ‘him, wd offer all the Hezekiah's, by way of 
bounty, for the said discovery. The Auoti-Tariff, anti-protec- 
tion, and anti-humbug party, is not to be deterred from its pur- 
pose by the senseless mystification and elaborate Inanition of 
such men as Richard Rush, and Hezekiah Niles—especially )tution of the !vited States, to lay any tax or duty which is not 


when leaving their appropriate sphere of labored dulness and 
ponderous declamation, ther flounder forth their awkward 
eraspings after point and ridicule—So long as Mr. Niles con- 
fines bimself to his tables, his egotisms, and his abstract “ con- | 








lle has 


tie had better keep his fellow-citizens, the ‘Terrapins 
xforesaid, for his own social comfort and communion at home. 
Or elwe, let those respectable fellow-laborers of bis, exchange 


cretions,” he is perfectly safe, for no son of Adam understands 
thim: but the moment he undertakes to be humorous, there ts | 
jan eud of him, for he becomes ridiculous by his owa showing. 
| | 


ee eee 


From the Southern Times. 
Anvi-Tanirr Meerine.—Those of the Citizens of this | 
District, who are opposed to the ‘Tariff, are requested tv meet | 
at the Zown Halli, on Scturcoy, the cUth insiant, for the pur- | 
ipose of appointing delegates to the Aal-T* 
lcalled to meet in Philadk iphia, on the 30th of September next. 
"} le Occasion is 


ittas | vped there will be a geverai attendance. 
one el vast interest to the Southern peuple. 
Columbia, July 2 


i} Anu-Tariti Couvention. in Philadelphia, will not, we trust, | 


pass unheeded. We are not of these who are very sanguiue o! 
ithe conclusion, that tlcre is but one possible mode of escape 
from our oppression—and that is, by applying to its highest of 
uses—the protection of its citizens, the strong arm of State 
Sovereignty. Livery hope of relief from any other source we 
consider utterly vain and illusory. 


jare made, the vearer ts the prospect of the application of the 
lonty effectual remedy. On this ground mainly, are we inter- 
ested tn this Convention. ‘There are certain collateral bene- 
‘fits, which, however, are not to be despised, and which will be 
fully pointed out at the meeting. 

A meeting, it willbe seen in our advertising columns, is call- 
ed in Winusborough, on the Wednesday following, for the 
same pury ose—and we have little doubt these will be followed 
hy similar ones In every section of the State. 

“The Report of the proceeding of the meeting of the State 
| Rights and Free Trade Party in Charleston, upon this matter, 
is given in full, in our paper—It will be read with interest, as 
the proceedings at this, the first mecting, mc-t in a measure 
shape the course of all those which succeed. Perfect concert 
and co-operation ts essentially uecessary for a trial of the expe- 
riment. 








From tie Petersburg Intelligencer. 





ANTI-TARIFF MEETING. 

Ata meeting of the citizens of Petersburg, opposed to the pre- 
sent Restrictive System, beld atthe Court-bouse, on Friday the 
22d inst., for the purpose of taking into consideration the pro- 
priety of appointing Delegates to the Anti-Tarif Couvention, 
proposed to be held in Philadelohia, on the 380th of September 
nexi— 

Col. D. C. Burrs was called to the Chair, and Tuomas L. 
WiLson appointed Secretary. 

The object of the meeting having been stated from the 
Chair: 

it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That Messrs. William Af. Atkinson. Dr. T. F. 
Gilliam, and O. B. Barraud, be appointed a Committee to pre- 
pure and report resolutions expressive of the sense of this 
meeting. 

The Committee (having previously retired) returned, and re- 
ported to the meeting the following Preamble and Resolution, 
which were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas this meeting are sati-fied that the system of forcing 
Domestic Manufactures into existence and prosperity, hy ex- 
orbitant imposts on foreign goods, commonly called the Tariff 
System, Is 

Inconsistent with the principles of sound political economy ; 

Unequal, and therefore unjust in its operation upon different 
species of industry, aud differeat modes of investing capital 
among Us ; SoA 

Injurious to the navigation, commerce, and agriculture of the 
country ; 

Peculiarly oppressive to the Southern States of the Union, 
and a prominent cause of the depreciation of real estate, the 
impoverishment of the people, aud the general absence of pros- 
perity in those States; 

And finally, that even if this system is justified by the letter 
of the Constitution, which is denied by many of our wisest and 
ablest statesmen, yet, in the opinion of this meeting, it is incon- 
sistent with the spirit of that instrument, and with the construc- 
tion put upon it by our fathers, when it was received by them 
as the fundameutal law of this Confederacy ; Y 

Aud whereas, also, this meeting do most deeply feel, that the 
Union of these States is indispensably necessary to their pros- 
perity, if not to. their existence as free Republics, and do 
greatly fear that perseverance in the Tariff System will pro- 
duce a dissolution of the Union, and thus bring upon us, and 
our children evils far greater than these we now endure: for 
which reason they think that system ought to be abolished, or 
very greatly modified, even if it were wise and equal, instead 
of being unwise and unequa!; 

And whereas, also, there is reason to hope that the meeting 
proposed to be held in Philadelphia, on the 30th of Sept. next, 
may succeed, by temperate, but firm remonstrance, against the 
evils we endure, and lucid exposition of the injustice and in po- 
licy of the system by which we are oppressed, in inducing our 
fellow-citizens to consen; to change that system: Therefore, be it 

Resolved, ‘That this meeting will appoiut seven Delegates to 
attend the said meeting in Philadelphia. 

On motion, Messrs. James 8S. Brander, Dr. Thomas Robin- 
son, C. D. McIndoe, C. F. Osborne, Wm. H. Macfarland, S. 
Mordecai, and James Macfarlaud, Jr., were appointed Dele- 
gates, in pursuance of the above resolution. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

DANIEL C. BUTTS, Chairman. 

Tuomas L. Wixsox, Secretary. 








The above call for a meeting to take into consideration the | 
measures proper to be adopted, VN ith respect to the proposed | 
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' 
pany good resulting from this Couvention. We have long come to | 


think this an effort of some hazard, and not to be attempted un- | 
jul every other effort fails, the sooner all possible experiments | 





| No. 


irifi Convention, | 


, esl. 


| 


| 


But as > whete 
sulas our citizens seem to | 


? 


ee 





— ee ee eee ee eee 


From the Bucks County ( Pennsylcania ) 


Kepublican. 
THE AMERICAN SYSTEM. 
First Question.—** Have Congress a right, under the Consti- 


wanted fur revenue, and is not designed for revenue, but for 
furthering or promoting the American System 7"°—* Are pro- 
hibitory and restrictive duties constitutional 7"—is, in effect, as 
the matter is uow understood, the same question. I answer, 
Aud why!) Simply, because the authority to lay such 
duties is pot given in the Constitution of the Luited States. 
The authority actually given is found— 


Article 1, Section 1—All legislative powers herein granted shall be 


| vested im a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Se 


nate and House of Representatives. 

Section 7—All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives, &ce. 

Section -—Congreas shall have power— 

1. ‘To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay [for 
the purpose of paying] the debts, and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States. 

3. ‘To regulate commerce with foreign nations, &c., among the seve- 
ral States, and with the Indian tribes. 

18. ‘To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for earry- 
ing into execution the foregoing powers, &c. 

Amendments—-adopted at the first Congress, and ratified 
about 1790: 

Article 10-——The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the People. 

The above extracts contain all the constitutional powers of 
the National Legislature **to lay and collect taxes, duties, im- 
posts, and excises,” aud it is too palpable to be doubted, that 
this power is coufined to the purpose of paying the debts, and 
of providing for the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States. One branch of this authority may be well 
explained by a case under the other. Congress have power to 
collect taxes for the purpose of paying the national debt. Have 
they then power to collect duties for the purpose of paying the 
debts of New York or of Pennsylvania? We apprehend there 
can be no difficulty in answering this question negatively. 
Then, if Congress cannot do this directly, ean they indirectly ? 
Can they allow a bounty to be received, by those States, on 
the productions of other States, carried through their canals? 
Can they say, to Kentucky and Tennessee, * New York and 
Ohio have made nice canals for you to take your productions 
to market; the making and using of these canals employ a 
large amount of domestic industry ; you must contribute to 
the * general welfare,’ by sapporting that industry. You have, 
it is true, an easier and cheaper way to market, by the Ohio 
and Mississippi, bat, for the purpose of paying the New York 
and Ohio debt, aud for promoting the general welfare, we will 
lay and collect a tax on steamboats uavigating the Mississippi 
and Olio rivers. Or, for the purpose of encouraging the mak- 
ing and using canals, we will lay aod collect a tax or duty on 
all merchandise carried by any other mode of conveyance from 
our seaports towards the interior, especially if it be carried out 
of one State into another?” Would vot this be as fair and as 
constitutional as to Jay and collect a tax or duty on importa- 
tions of foreign goods, for the purpose of promoting domestic 
manufactures? Where is the difference, iu principle, whether 
the manufacture be a piece of broadcloth or a canal—whether 
it be made by an individual, a company, or a tate? And 
have not Congress equal power to regulate commerce ‘among 

the several States,’ that they have ‘with foreign nations?’ Aud 
have they not as much authority tu tax a steamboat, as they 
have to tax a yard of cloth? Certainly they bave ; and the 
question finally resolves itself into this: Can they tax steam- 
boats for the purpose of encouraging the making of canals, un- 
der pretenee of promoting the general welfare? I answer, 
Certainly not. And as certainly they have no right to tax a 
yard of cloth for the purpose of encouraging the manufacture 
of that article. How, then, should manufactures be encoura- 
ged by our Governments ? I answer, By State authority, end 
by that alone. : 





From the Lynchburg Republican. 

Anti-Tanirr Coxvention.—We are pleased to see that 
movements are making in various parts of the South, with the 
view of sending Delegates tothe Anti-Tariff Convention, to be 
held in Philadelphia, on the 30th of September next. Meetings 
have been held in Charlestou, South Carolina, Williamsburg, 
Va., and in various other places. It is with sincere pleasure 
we perceive, that Judge Sempre, Professor Dew, Honorable 
R. Coxr, and the Hon. B. Bassert, of ancient Capitol of 
Virginia, have been appointed Delegates from that place. Our 
old Alma Mater, was ever true to Republicanism. Ought not 
the friends of Free Trade in our Town and -its vicinity to 
follow suit? Much good may probably ensue from te con- 
templated Convention, where the opponents of the Tariff, from 
every section of the Union, may have the opportunity of com- 
paring notes, and of devising some plav to save the country 
trom this wretched Monkey System. 


From the Oswego Palladium. 

Tonnace Duties.—T'rade with Canada.—Our readers are 
aware that the law of the late session of Congress, regulating 
the foreign and coasting trade on the northern aud northwestern 
frontiers, by which foreign vessels of any description were to be 
admitted into our ports on the same footing, as regards tonnage 
duties, that gur vessels should be admitted into the Colonial 
ports, had been taken up aud acted upon by the proper authori- 
ties in Canada; and that the restrictions by tonnage duties 
which had heretofore prevented any intercourse between the two 
countries in vessels of 50 tons and upwards, had been repealed. 
We now have it in our power to state, that the arrangements 
between the two Goverumeuts are fully consummated, and that 
the collector of this port bas received iustructions to carry them 
into effect. 

We may now reasonably anticipate a rapid increase of our 
commerce, and regard this measure as the commencement of 
that friendly intercourse which ought to characterize the ivter- 
changes between neighboring and kindred nations. 





We have received a number of the * Banner of the Consti- 
tution,” published in the City of Philadelphia. Jt takes into 
view some of the fundamental principles of our Government 
which are touched by a few of the Western papers. It is op- 
posed to all the plots of avaricious monopolies, and ably advo- 





cates the interests of the people. We hope to be favored with 
ao exchange. Jeffersonian ( Ohio) Democrat. 
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ANTI-TARIFF CONVENTION. | 


: oN . mn O9 gute en Ont 
A number of gentlemen, from different States, favorable to 
e ° ‘ ry* 2 > 4 . 
the principles of Frex Trape, having assembled at Philadel- 
phia ou the 4th of June, and tnken into consideration an Ad- 
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dress, published in the New York Evening Post, recommend- 
iog an Anti-Tariff Convention, unanimously 

Resolved, That a Convention, for the purpose of securing the 
efficient co-operation of the friends of Free Trade, throughout 











the United States, in procuring the repeal of the Restrictive 
System, be held at the Mansion-House Hotel, in the City of | 


a 


Philadelphia, at 10 o'clock in the morning of Friday the 30th 
day of September neat; and that there be invited to attend 
the same, such citizens, from all the States of the Union, with- 
out distinction of party, whe are favorable to the object of the 
meeting, a3 may Gud it couvenient to attend. 

It was also 





Resolved, That notice of the said meeting be pullished, and 
that Editors throughout the United States, friendly to the cause | 
of Free Trade, be requested to give it circulation. | 

The following article is copied from the Boston * Practical | 
Politician,” of a late date in July : 

New Factories —There are forty-three Factories building in the State | 
of Maine; in the town of Oxford (Massachusetts) two ; in Thompson | 


(Connecticut) three ; in Killington (Connecticut) five ; in Rhode Is. | 
land nimeteen. | 

The foregoing aununciation is like one of those solemn | 
warnings which are iotended to awakea the country to its 


danger. 


Every new factory is a fresh rivet ia the chain of} 
the American System ; and, should the next session of Con- 
gress pass over without a retrograde movement in the Re- 
strictive Policy, all hopes of redress from argument and rea- 
son may be abandoned, aad the couutry will be delivered up, 
bound hand-and-foot, to the monopolists and the New Eugland 
corporations. Every thing seems to designate the approach- 
ing legislative season as the period of the long-looked-for 


CRISIS. 


error—between statesmen and mere politicians—between pa- 


A hard battle is to be fought, between truth and 


triotism and self-interest. In this straggle, millions yet unborn 
are us deeply interested as those who may behold the issue. 








If the decision of the question were left with the monopoulists, 
or with the political quacks who advocaie their cause against 
the interests of the people, we should have the most fearful 
forebodings. We believe it to be in the contemplation of some 
prominent men of that party not to yield ao inch from a sense 
of justice, or even a spirit of conciliation ; and we have even 
heard the determination expressed, by a conspicuous leader ov 
the side of the **American System,” to push oo the warfare 
aguinst foreigu commerce even to the total prohibition of the 
importation of every species of iron manufacture. Foriunnte- 
ly, however, for the country, The destiny of this Coufederation 
of Republics is not altogether placed at the disposal of those 
who would see this glorious fabric crumble into atoms, rather 
than give up a policy deemed to be unconstitutional bya great 
portion of the people, and of such questivnable legality that 
its advocates purposely prevent its being tested before the ti- 
bunal which they say is the only legitimate one conipetent to 
decide. 

~ Whilst a portion of the Southern people express tuo little 
faith ua returning sense of justice on the part of the people 


|dual or party? 








of the North, it is very clear to us that another portion mani- 
fests too much. The truth, we think, lies between. The ap- 
peals of the South, to their fellow-citizeus of the North, rarely 
cross the Potomac. Meo whose cpinions of the exteut of the 
Southern dissatisfaction are formed from reading the papers 
published out of the planting States, can have no knowledge 
of the true state of affairs. They know, indeed, that in South 
Carolina there is a party which advocates the oullification of 
ap unconstitutional law ; but they have been led to believe 
that this party is small when compared to the rest of the po- 
pulation, aod that, out of that single State, it has scarcely a 
supporter. ‘They consider that those who do not go with 
this party are willing to acquiesce in the American System, 
and the peaceful spirit and apparent apathy of North Carolina 
and Virginia are constantly appealed to as evidence of the 
growing popularity of the Tariff. 

It is ia the bope that an impression can be made upon pub- 
lic opinion, much deeper than any which can ever be effected 
through the ordinary channels, that the friends of Free Trade 
ia this quarter attach so much importance to the Convention 
which is to assemble in Phiiadelphia in September uext. To 
that assemblage, as to a common centre, will all eyes be di- 
rected. Being composed, as it will be, of some of the first men 
in our land, assembled to deliberate upon a subject of no less 
magnitude than the Preservation or THE Union—for that is 
truly the question now at issue—it will merit and attract the 
attention of the whole people to its deliberations. A wide cir- 
culation of its proceedings will present to thousands the first 
real view of the case which has ever been brought before them 
—and we do sincerely believe, that, if the mass of the nation 
was as fully acquainted as it is possible to make them with the 
precise extent of the present excitement, and the grounds upon 
which that excitement rests, a rapid change of public senti- 


‘Mawmer of: the: Countiension. 





ne tee 


ment would be the result. As the deliberations of this body 
will be marked by a temperance and a solemnity not surpassed 
by those of any deliberative assembly which bas ever before 
sat upon so weighty a State concern, it is confidently hoped 
that much may be done towards allaying the angry feelings 
which not only exist in the Southern section of our country, 
but even here, to an extent much greater thau is generally 
known, and thus pave the way for a rational reeeption of the 


ear 
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: a a 
| have been very hastily drawn, and without advisement with any of the 
Canadian merchauts. As one evidence of this fact, it i¢ mentioned, as 
a strange anoualy in legislation, that it was made to become in force 
before it was in existence, namely, on the 15th of April, though it was 
r,t a Jaw ull the 22d of that month It is also complained, that, by go- 
ing immediately into force, and opening the Canadas to the wheat 
flour, and lumber, of the United States, it will, during the present year 
injure the Canadian holders of wheat and flour—the Americaus, with 
the best brands, having already undersold them, 

But the Courant says : 








important truth that the ‘Tariff posicy is positively injurious to 
nine out of ten of the people who advocate its perpetuity. 

It is, after all, only by a conviction of its impolicy, or its un- 
coustitutionality, that we cau hope for any permanent settle- 
menc of the question. An obstinate perseverance in the pre- 
sent system must, sooner or later, overthrow the Government. 
Au abandonment of it, from any consicerations other thau a 
persuasion of its inexpediency or illegality, could only operate 
as a temporary suspension of hostilities which would shortly 
be renewed with ten-fold the ferocity and recklessness that dis- 
tinguish the actual stage of the contest. Llow desirable, then, 
is it, that an able, temperate, and manly exposition of the ques- 
tion, should go forth to the public, supported by the names of 


one or two hundred of our most respectabie citizens, from all 
sections of the Union, kuown to be actuated by more lofty aud 
patriotic views than the advancement to power of any indivi- 


vy. . . 
Ihe answer to this question we leave to 


| the reader, aud we beseech him, if he accords with us io sen- 


timcot, to exert himseif amongst his friends to assist in giving 


, hiatal oes , , —.*- 
| increased weight, by eularging its numbers, to a body, ve hic hb, 


'under the Providence of Gop. nay perhaps have it ia its pow- 


er to restore tranquillity to the country, aud conler perpetuity 
ou the Union. 





One of the arguments principally relied upon by the restric- 
thouists, ig support of thew auti-agricultural aud auti-commer- 
cial policy, bas heretofore been, that Great Britain refused to 
take our grain aud flour. Although this has not been strictly 


‘true for tm ‘BY years past, four aod gration having been at all 


times admitted for consumption at duties much jess than are 
charged by us en mapy staple articles of British production ; 
yet the argumest now vo longer exists, as regards a great por- 
tion of the agricuitural districts of our country. By the late 
Sritish Navigation Act, a free trade in flour aud grain between 
the United States and the twe Canadas has been established. 
and the farmers of those parts of New York, Pennsylvania: 
and Ohio, and other States which have access to the Great 
Lakes, have now admission for their products, free of duty, not 
vuly iuto Canada, but into all the British West Indies—an ex- 
emption enjoyed in no other Island of the Antilles belonging 
to auy other nation. 

But this is not all. American grain, imported into Canada, 
and there converted into flour, is admitted into England at the 
same low rate of duty that flour made of Canada wheat is ad- 
mitted. This duty, uuder the existing laws, can never be more 
than 72 cents per barrel, which is only equal to a little more 
than fourteen per centum upon five dollars, the usual price of a 
barrel of flour in the United States. For a long time past it 
has been as low as seven and one-fifth cents per barrel, which 
is a mere nominal duty. Now, what more could be desired, 
by the farmers referred -to, than this? It is better for them 
than a total repeal of the British Corn-Laws would be: for, as 
Canada is as near to them as the Atlantic cities of the Union, 
they enjoy a chance of sopplying the English market, which is 
not possessed to an equal extent by the farmers on the sea- 
board, who must iucur an increased expeuse in sending their 
grain to Quebec. Itis right that the Western farmers should 
know and understand this matter. This yielding disposition on 
the part of Great Britain, is entitled to a corresponding return. 
if she has been the first to set the example of restrictive laws, 
she has been the first to retract. Reciprocity is called for, aad 
we do pot see how a Christian nation, which advocates reci- 
procity when it is intended to do harm, can withhold it when 
it is designed to do good. 

The following article, from a New York paper, will show 
that the opinion we advanced on the Oth ultimo, in refereace 
to the Navigation Act, has been supported by that of the At- 
torney-Geueral of Upper Canada. From this time forth, whea 
it is asserted that the British refuse to take our grain aud flour, 
it must be altogether denied as a false statement: 

Britisn Cotonsat Trave Act.—Some difficulty is experienced in 
the Canadas, respecting the interpretation of the new Cvionial Trade 


the American wheat, though manufactared in the Canadas, cannot be 
considered as exempt from duty. On the other hand, the Attorney- 
General of Upper Canada has put an entirely different construction 
upon the Act, as will be seen by the following opumon: 
* Attorney-General's Office, Sth July, 1831. 
“Sir : In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, requesting my opi- 
nion whether American wheat, imported into this Province duty free, 





under the authority of an Act of the Brush Parliament, passed during 
‘ the last session, upon being manufactured inte flour, in this Province, 

would thereby lose its foreign character; and whether such flour, upon 

exportation, would be regarded as a foreign or Canadian commodity ; I 
| have the honor to inform you ‘hat I am of opinion that the flour ma- 
‘'nufactured in this Province, from wheat umperted from abroad. will, 
upon exportation, be entitled to be regarded as the produce of Upper 
Canada. 

‘Tam also of opinion that wheat-flour, imported into this Province 
(which it may be) from the United States duty free, may be exported 
to the West Indies duty free in those Colonies. The object of this ar- 
rangement is obviously to favor our shipping interests. and as much as 
possible to give us the carrying trade, 

‘* ] have the honor to be, &c. 
“H. J. BOULTON, Attorney-General. 
“ To the Inspector-General.”’ 


The Canadian Courant, of Montreal, complains that the Act must 





Act. The Custom-house in Montreal has determined that the flour of 


‘In speaking thus of the present effects of this law, we would be un- 
derstood as not expressing :ny unfavorable opition of its future effects 
it will, doubtless, throw iuto our hands a vast mecrease in the forward- 
ing business, and prove, im this Way, a source of wealth. Viewing it 
thas, we consider it as a very suiutary regulation of trade, and one 
which will, in the end, be of essential advantage to our interests as car- 
nersof the produce of the countries lying on and near the great Lakes.” 





We are pleased to see that this important subject is viewed 
} * = . . : . 
the luilowing article is extracted. 


in a proper light by some of the Ohio papers, from ove of which 


From the Cleveland Advertiser. 





Britisu Cotoxiar Act. The e4Avantages that the mhahrants of 
this partoft the e untry will experience by the passage of this Act. is 
already beginning to create a spuit of enterprize among our business 
men, to turn trade into another channel. The exhibition of the follow- 
ing prices current of different articles, in the Montreal market, wii! 
serve t ) Open ihe eyes of the peypre lo the benetits bey may receive by 
improving the act: 

‘ Mosrreat, Jeng 14th, 1831.—Wheat, 81 49 per bushel ; Flour 
$6 a $6 50 per barrel; Ashes, pot, $6 50 per ewt. ; Ditto, pearls, $C 
JU per cwt.”’ 





Thus it will be seen that Flour is worth more, by $1 25 per barrel, 
than in New York; and, when we take into contemplation that the car- 
rving of the article to Montreal amounts to only $1 62—35 to 40 cents 
cheaper, on the barrel, than the transportation on the Erie Canal—we 
may well congratulate ourselves on this great aud beneficial change. 
which interests every manu in the coantry. And, what is still more for- 
tnnate, we are to receive from this Aet the benefit of a stable market 
By the existing laws, Canadian wheat ean be sent to Great Britain at 
ail mes on paymnent of 5s per quarter, (> bushels, ) and we can avail 
ourselves of the West India market free of duty. 

We trust the effect of this Act will be to turn the attention of every 
Western man to the Canada market, and thereby procure the highest 
price for his products. 

When the Ridean Canal shall be completed, which will be, most pre- 
bably, next season, there will be a new revolution in the affairs of trade. 
that will open to the tar West. 








The opponents of Free Trade consider that they have an 
unanswerable argument io favor of the restrictive philosophy, 
in the supposed fact, that no uation acts upon the free trade 
principe. ‘They say that the prehibitory policy is sound. 
because it generally prevails. Now what would we think of a 
mao who should say that vice and immorality were worthy of 
all imitation, beeause they prevail all over the world? Or if 
he were to say, that fuily is a good thing, because so many peo- 
ple are fools? This sort of reasoning is very much like that 
we bave often heard in Brazil. In that country the wheels ef 
the carts which haul the heavy burdens, such as building stene, 
are fastened to the axle-tree, as they are in a child's toy; and if 
you argue with a Brazilian against such absurdity at this en- 
lightened day, be tells you that it is the wisest mode of fixing 
wheels, as is proved from the fact, that in Portugal! it has been 
done time out of mind. The truth is, that the Restrictive Sys- 
tem is aremnant of the dark ages, and is probably coeval with 
the selfish principle in man, in which it bas its root. It is vain 
to attempt to deny that the only reason why one man desires 
a law to compel his neighbor to buy goods of his manufacture, 
is that he may get more for the article than it is worth—thar 
is, more than the price at which others are willing to sell it. If 
a manufacturer of broadcloth wants a law to say that A shal 
pay hitn eight dollars for a yard, which, without any such law, 
he could purchase at forr, it is clear that A is despoiled of four 
dollars, without any equivalent. If this is not injustice, founded 
ia the selfish principle, we know not whatis; and it has been 
only owing to the ignorance of the people, at a period when 
the lights of economical science had not began to shine, that 
those interested in monopolies were enabled to fasten their 
chains upos the necks of the public. 

But it is nota fact, that there is po nation free from restrie- 
tious on foreign trade. The twenty-two Cantons of Switzer- 
land are in the enjoyment of full and perfect freedom of com- 
merce. There is not a Custom-house in the land. All the sur- 
rounding aations may freely import their commodities, whether 
the products of manufacture or agriculture, witiout the pay- 
mentof the slightest duty. And have the people of Switzer- 
land been ruined by this policy? Let an answer be found io 
the attempts made hy some of the modern school of politica: 
arithmeticians, in }821 and 1822, to introduce the Protecting 
System. They were promptly rejected, as unsound in princi- 
ple, and as pregnant with disastrous consequences. The gen- 
tleman from whom we have derived this fact was a member of 
the Government of one of the Cantons at the time this attempt 
was made, and he expresses his belief that the adoption of the 
system would have sown the seeds of discord which would 
have broken up the Swiss Confederacy. The revenue necessary 
for the support of their economical Governments is raised by 
direct taxation; and notwithstanding the unprotected state of 
her industry, as our wiseacres would call it, Switzerland sends 
her manufactures, burdened by a land carriage, to all parts of 
the world, and ours amongst the number. 

Next to Switzerland, we mention the free Hanseatic towns 
of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubec. The daties imposed in 
these cities are so extremely light as to be scarcely perceptible. 
A German merchant, of this city, te whom we addressed a 
note on this subject, answered our inquiries thus: 


“All foreign’ commodities entered at Hamburg, for sale on 


consumption, pay half per cent. duty, but transit goods pay only 
a small expense per package. At Bremen the impori dag is 
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A 
At Lubec I cannot say, but presume it 





7-12 of one per cent. 
is equally small." 

The city of Gibraltar, too, enjoys a perfectly free trade. 
Vessels from all parts of the world are allowed to bring their 
cargoes there, free of duty, and notwithstanding that, the me- 
chanics and tradesmen, which compose a fair portion of the 
population, are not ruined by it, as it is endeavored to make 
ours believe they would be by a similar freedom. Free Trade 
with all the world would do no more injury to the people of the 
United States, than a free trade in the Philadelphia market, io 
beef and mutton, pork and veal, would do to the population of 
Philadelphia: and it would puzzle the wisest of our advocates 
of restriction to point out how any man could be injured by 
having a belly full at a cheap rate. 





In conversing lately with a respectable merchant of this city, 
upon the subject of smuggling, he related to us the following 
circumstance, as an evidence of the facility wih which laws 
can be evaded. 

Prior to the existence of the non-importation law, which 
prohibited the importation of goods from England, he had or- 
dered to be purchased on his account, at Liverpool, a lot of 
woollen cloths, to the value of upwards of twenty thousand 
dollars. The enactment of that law prevented their shipment, 
and they remained for a long time in the store of his corres- 
pondent, waiting for the opening of the trade. After the lapse 
of many months, he was one day surprised at a person enter- 
ing his store, and telling him that his cloths had arrived, and 
were actually in his possession. Curiosity ted him to the store 
of his informant, where he saw a number of pieces of cloth, 
having on them a fine showy label, in Spanish, to indicate that 
they were of Spanish manufacture. Upon moistening the la- 
bels with water. and tearing them off, there were found under- 
neath them British labels, with the marks and numbers corres- 
ponding to the invoice in possession of the merchant, who im- 
mediately wrote to his currespondent in Liverpool, to ascer- 
tain how the goods got to Philadelphia. He received for an- 
swer, thot, as be saw no prospect of the intercourse between 
the two countries being renewed, and fearing that the cloths 
would depreciate in value, he had sold them, but without any 
The merchant 
never learned whether these goods were smuggled, or whether 
they were imported through Spain; but he further informed us, 


knowledge of the place of their destination. 


that about the same time he received propcsals from persons 
who offered to import for him, and place in his store, British 
cloths, upon his agreeing to pay a premium of five per cent. be- 
yond the regular cost and charges. These proposals were de- 
clined from principle, but they were sufficient to convince the 
gentleman to whom they were addressed, of the utter im- 
possibility of executing prohibitory laws, in a country with 
such an extensive coast and inland frontier as the United 
States. 


In our paper of to-day will be found a copy of the petition 
of the Butchers of Philadelphia, for a monopuly of the bome- 
market, as also a copy of the very able and conclusive Report 
of the Committee of the City Councils to which the petition 
was referred. The universal opposition with which the former 
document was met by the citizens, and the equally general ap- 
probation w ith which the latter was received—followed, as it 
has been, by a complete triumph of the principles of F'ree 
Trade, over the Restrictive System—argue much io favor of 
a returning good sense on the part of our fellow-citizens, or fix 
vpon them the stamp of gross inconsistency. We defy the 
whole school of American System philosophers to point out a 
single particular ia which the solicited monopoly of supplying 
the public with meat, differs from one which demands the ex- 
clusive privilege of supplying the public with clothing, iron, or 
sugar. If none can be shown, honor and consistency require 
that equal approval or equal censure should be bestowed ; and 
if this do not appear, it will be manifest that self-interest has 
more to do iv regulating the opinions of most individuals, than 
a regard for the public good, or a respect for the principles of 
justice and truth. 

When we’ penned the paragraph in our last paper, (of 27th 
ultimo,) in relation to this suject, we were not aware that on 
Tuesday, the 26th, symptoms of giving up the ship had been 
displayed, by the recantation of three of the butchers, who re- 

sumed their stalls in market on the morning of that day. On 
Wednesday upwards of thirty returned to their duty, and, by 
the 30th, matters were entirely placed in the statu quo ante 
bellum, uoder a confusion of faces not often exhibited by the 
fraternity of vietuallers. The result of this experiment should 
cheer up the opponents of all other monopolies. Why did the 
citizens of Philadelphia triumph over this conspiracy? Sim- 
ply, because they had right on their side. It is contrary to the 
spirit of freedom, and to the eternal laws of natural justice, 
that any mao or set of men should be invested with the exclu- 
sive right of furnishing to the public any article whatever, 
which others are willing to furnish at a cheaper rate, or in a 
Monopolies, therefore, in all their va- 
rious disguises, whether called ** laws for the protection of do- 
mestic industry,” “the American System,” or “laws to pre- 
vent farmers and shinners from retailing meat,” are all found- 
ed ia the same principles of injustice, and are violations of the 


more convenient form. 


rights of man 
Apropos, as relates to the term “Shinner.”“ This epithet bas 


gaitered gentry,” have been applied, by the manufacturers, to 
the merchants who import cloth from abroad and sell at a less 
price than they demand. But, like other nick-names, it bas 
lost all the cdium which was originally connected with it. We 
learn from a gentleman who understands the German, that 
* Shinoer,” in that language, is applied to a sort of scavenger, 
whose business it is to remove carrion and the dead carcases 
of animals to proper places of deposit.. The term, however, 
has been legalized and purged of its offensive character, by 
adoption into our city-laws, where it appeared so long ago as 
the year 1822, as applied to a country butcher. Eveo farmers 
now seem to glory in the name of * Shinver,” and, like the 
term ** Yankee,” which was originally designed as a term ol 
reproach, it is likely to be hurled back upon its inventors, so as 
to turn the laugh against them. The term “Shinoer” will 
hereafter sound, in the ear of a Philadelphia butcher, pretty 
much like “ Buoker's Hill” did to the saucy Englishman who 
asked a hump-backed Yankee what he was carrying on his 
shoulders. 


We have adverted, on former occasions, to the enormous 
tax upon China Matting and Ingrain Carpets. We are now 
enabled to present our readers with another specimen of the 
benefits which house-keepers derive from the American System. 
A merchant in this city has lately imported a considerable 
quantity of floor-cloths from Germany, one invoice of which 
cost as follows : 

One case German floor-cloths, containing 16 pieces, each 10 











vards long and | yard wide, at Banco 11, or $3 904, free on 
board, - - : - - - - - - $62 48 
Charges : 

Freight from Hamburg, . . - $2 00 
Insurance, - - - . - - 085 
Charges at Philadelphia, - - - O67 

3 52 

$ 66 00 

Duty on 160 square yards, at 50 cents, - - 80 00 

$ 146 00 


These 16 pieces of cloth were sold, at Philadelphia, 


at $11 per piece, equal to $1 10 per square yard, 176 00 





Leaving a proftof  - - - - $20 00 


—~— — 





Now, the duty upon this cloth is equal to 121 per centum on 
the foreign cost and charges of importation ; and yet, notwith- 
standing this exorbitant charge, a clear profit is obtained ef 45 
per centum. What does this prove? Either that the few ma- 
nufacturers for whose benefit this duty was imposed are deriv- 
ing a most enormous revenue at the public expense, or that 
they cannot compete with foreign manufacturers without the 
aid of such a tax upon the consumers of floor-cloths as vo free 
people on earth, in their senses, would submit to. 


We understand that the upper floors of one of our principal 
hotels are covered with the cloth referred to. The labor saved 
in a large house by having floor-cloths, is of great importauce, 
and, in the furnishing of a large establishment, the price of the 
article is of considerable moment. Now, if the duty upon floor- 
cloths were a mere revenue duty, the above invoice would have 
cost, to import it, as follows: 





First cost ian Germany, - - - - - $62 48 
Duty on same, at 15 per cent. ad valorem, = - 9 37 
Freight, insurance, and charges, — - - . 3 52 

$75 37 


Add the importer’s profit on the cost and charges, 
which, on articles subject to low duties, would not ex- 


ceed 10 percentum, = - - - - - - $6 60 





And we should have - - - $81 97 








This sum would be equal to $5 12 per piece, or 514 cents 
per square yard, being less than half the present price. In other 
words, were it not for the American System, it would be pos- 
sible for a house-keeper to buy a hundred yards of German 
floor-cloth at a less price than he now has to pay for fifty. 


But, great as is this imposition upon the inhabitants of the 
Atlantic cities, it is nothing to what the house-keeper of the 
Western country would have to pay for the same article : for, 
as the Western merchant must charge his profit upon the duty 
as well as the first cost, the price increases, like a snow-ball, 
the further the article is rolled from the sea-board. 





Robert B. Gilebrist, Esq. has been appointed, by the Presi- 
dent, District Auoroey of South Carolina, in the place of Ed- 
ward Frost, Esq. resigned. 





Meetings for the purpose of choosing Delegates to the Free 
Trade Convention, have been called at 
Athens, Georgia ; 
Georgetown, South Carolina ; 
Coosawhatcbie, ditto ; 
Camden, ditto ; 
Powhatan Court-House, Virginia. 
A meeting has been held at Cheraw ; and the subject of ap- 
pointing Delegates has been urged by several papers in differ- 
ent sections of the Union, which cannot fail to he listened to. 





been applied, by the butchers, to their competitors, pretty much 
in the same temper that the terms “ British agent,” and * drab 


The interest felt on the subject may be judged of from the fol- 


ele) 
From the Essex ( Massachusetts ) Chronicle. 
A Free Trade Convention is to be held at Philadelphia on 
the 30th September next. We think it will be considered an 
object for some of our good citizens to attend the Convention, 
and let the “Cradle of Liberty” be there represented. Our 
commercial interest is of vast importance—it is our great inte- 
rest. Our Goddess came from the waves—ber canvass bleaches 
the ocean ; while the Restrictive System is an inland bantling, 
flattering but to destroy. Our merchants begin to feel the im- 
portance of free trade and navigation, and will, without doubt, 
think it to their interest to be represented at this Convention. 
From the Savannah Georgian. 
The Southern States are too much interested in the subjects 
to be submitted to the “Convention of the Friends of Free 
Trade,” proposed to be held in Philadelphia in September 
next, not to be represented in it. In Charleston a Committee 
of twenty were nominated by the State Rights and Free Trade 
party, on the 12th instant. Is it intended that Georgia shall 
be represented there, or not? It is to be hoped that measures 
may be adopted without further delay. Savannah should set 
the example, and other parts of the State will do doubt concur 
with her. _ 
From the Salisbury Carolinian. 
Delegates have been appointed by both parties in Charles- 
tou, and by the citizens of James City, (Va.) to the Auti-Tariff 
Coavention which has been proposed to be held in the city of 
Philadelphia on the 30th of September. We are glad to see 
this, and we hope that the friends of the Constitution and Free 
Trade, wherever they may be, whether in the North or in the 
South, in the East or in the West, may go and do likewise. 
Will the citizens of North Carolina not arouse themselves 7— 
Will they not lend their efforts to the destruction of such a sys- 
tem? We hope they will. We hope the Freemen of Rowan 
will set the good example, and that it will be followed by the 
citizeas of every county io the State. 


From the Cheraw Republican. 
It is gratifying to perceive the numerous evidences of public 
interest in the success of the Convention proposed to be con- 
veved w Philadelphia in September next. Meetings have been 
called in various parts of the State, and we doubt not that 
others will soon perceive the propriety of similar action. 


From the Richmond Enquirer. 

* Public notice was given, on Wednesday last, at Powhatan 
Court, for a meeting of the people, at the next Court, to adopt 
measures for sending a Delegate to the Anti-‘Tariff Convention 
to assemble in Philadeiphia oa the 30th September next. It is 
hoped the other counties in the Congressional District compeos- 
ed of the counties of Amelia, Nottoway, Chesterfield, and Pow- 
hatan, will hold similar meetings ; and it is respectfully eug- 
gested that they each apport a Committee to meet a Commit- 
tee from Powhatan, for the purpose of selecting a Deputation 
to the Anti-Tarif Convention.” 

The geutleman who hauded in the above takes the liberty of 
recommending a similar organization to the other Congres- 
sional Districts-—unless each county should think it best to ap- 
poiut a Delegate or Delegates of its own. 


From the Camden ( South Carolina) Beacon. 

We have inserted the above notice at the suggestion of maby 
of our respectable citizens, as well as from respect to move- 
meuts of a similar description in other portions of the State. 
The manner in which the people should accomplish that for 
which they are invited to assemble, will be the question for 
their consideration when they meet. We take it for granted 
they will all be favorable to the object of sending Delegates to 
Philadelphia. Our mode of appointment is expressed in ano- 
ther article, to which attention is respectfully invited. We hepe 
it will meet with approbation. 





At a meeting of the Free Trade and State Rights party, as 
Beaufort, (S. C.) it was, on motion, unanimously 

* Resolved, That the State Rights party of St. Helena Pa- 
rish approve of the nomination, made by the Free Trade aod 


State Rights party of Charleston, of Delegates to the Anti- 
Tariff Convention in Philadelphia.” 





We learo that the manufacturers of this City and Liberties 
have taken the alarm at the proposed Free Trade Convention, 
and that measures are about to be adopted for a Tariff Con- 
vention, to be held in New York. We think this highly pro- 
bable. ‘They profess, however, to entertain no fears of having 
their system overthrown, and freely talk of being able to bring 
up ten thousand weavers to the polls in this vicinity. There is 
no doubt a large body of weavers in this district, but we think 
the number greatly overrated in the above estimate. 

We are not of that class who draw invidious distinctions be- 
tween native-born and adopted citizens. We consider Ameri- 
ca as destined, by the Great Ruler of Nations, as an asylum 
for the oppressed of all countries, where, if they will, they may 
enjoy freedom in its greatest purity ; and the only thing which 
grieves us is, that, no sooner are foreigners introduced to citi- 
zenship, than they are-enlisted, by artful demagagues and in- 
terested monopolists, of the side opposed to the very liberty 
which they come to enjoy. If the philanthropists of the world 
ever had an Occasion to rejoice, it was that afforded by the 
emancipation of these States from foreign bondage g for, in 
that emancipation, they had a right to expect that the Liberty 
for which the beroes and sages of the Revolution so success- 
fully contended would never have been perverted into rank 
slavery, as has been done, by imposing upon this people the 
yoke of monopoly. Never could it have heen imagined, whilst 
liberty of the press, liberty of conscience, and liberty of speech, 
were allowed to their fullest extent, that liberty of the hand, 
the most important of all, would have been utterly denied. And 
yet such has been the lamentable fact. 

But this is not all. ‘This voluntary submission to the yoke of 
monopoly has been attended by a delusion, which has so dis- 
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torted the views of those who have been its victims, that they 
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regard as their enemies the comparatively few independent | 


and disinterested patriots who are now struggling against the 
current of popular prejudice and interest which has swept 
away most of their fellow-citizens. To dispel this delusion 
ought to be an object worthy of the strongest efforts of every 
true friend of liberty : for, let our opponents say what they 
will, the Tariff question is neither more oor less than a great 
question of Liberty, in the rightful decision of which the whole 
human race is concerned. 





The * Village Record,” of July 27th, a strong Tariff paper, 
published ia Chester County, Penasylvania, in speaking of the 
Free Trade Convention, employs the following couciliatory 
and honorable language : 


‘For ourselves, we are glad such meeting is te be holden: 
for it is desirable the subject should be fully discussed and tho- 
roughly understood in all its bearings; and the character of the 
Philadelphia Delegation, for patriotism and intelligente, is a 
sure pledge that the subject will be treated in a fair avd siates- 
man-like manoer. Meeting Anoti-Tariff gentlemen from the 
Southern States, all wrongs, real or imaginary, will be consi- 
dered. If grievances do exist, there can be no question, in the 
miod of any good citizen, but that they should be redressed. 
And, while we would maintain, with fiem and vacompromising 
hand, the real and great interests of the country, every com- 
plaiot should be patiently investigated, io a spirit of coucilia- 
tion, aud avy just cause of complaint removed.” 





A Georgia merchant, io this city, a few days since, informed 
us that sattinetts, of the quality which he purchased in the 
summer of 1828 at 32 cents per yard, are now held at 57 1-2 
cents ; and that brown cotton shirtings, which at the former 
period could be purchased at 64 to 7 ceats per yard, are now 
held at 8410 9. The rise io the former article is equal to 79 
per centum, and in the latter to 28 per centum. If the maou- 
facturers, at the former period, made a small profit, they must 
new make a most enurmous ove; and it is, therefore, no won- 
der that they coosider the ** American System” as a naiional 
blessing. 





The following item has appeared in one of our exchange 
papers : 

The bloody animosity, which subsisted for more than two centuries 
and a half, between the Beni Isah and the Beni Maad, two tribes of 
Africans, was occasioned by the nick-name of Monkey, applied by the 
latter to the Sheick of the former. 

It would seem, from this, that the Monkey System is not of 
recent origia. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


Don Pedro, Ex-Emperor of Brazil, arrived at Cherburg, iv 
France, ou the 10th of June. The actual relations between 
France and Portugal are highly favorable to any attempt he 
may make upon the Crown of the latter Kingdom, as will ap- 
pear from the following extracts from the latest foreign pa- 
pera :— 

PortucaL.—The British merchants residing at Oporto had 
a meeting on the ith of May, at which an address of thanks 
was adopted and directed to be forwarded to Lord Palmerston, 
to he submitted to his Majesty's Government, expressing the 
gratitude of the meeting for the protection afforded by the late 
vigorous measures taken to secure their rights. It appears that 
Don Miguel had not submitted as quietly to the demands of 
the French Government. 

A letter has been received from the Agent to Lioyd’s, at Lis- 
bon, this morning, (the 6th,) stating the commencement of hos- 
tilities between the French and Portuguese, and adding that it 
was expected the French would capture some Braziliaa vessels 
which were daily expected tw arrive at Lisbon. 

By ao arrival at Terceira, it appears that the squadron of 
the hemnes have captured and seot iuto Terceira a Brazilian 
vessel, but her name ts not mentioned. 

A letter has also been received from the British Vice-Consul 
at Terceira, dated May 17th, from which the following is ex- 
tracted aud posted at Lloyd's : 

** Last evening I received ao official communication from the 
Goverament, that all the British vessels embargoed here would 
be allowed to sail that day, after 2 P. M. 

“ The Island of Pico surrendered without any resistance, the 
major part of the inhabitants haviog fled, with their valuables, 
to Fayal. 

The expedition proceeded to St. George's, which was ta- 
ken on the 9th instant, after some resistance. 

“ The Conde de Villa Flor, with his staff, returned here on 
the 14th instant, and re-embarked, with one hundred and fifty 
troops, ou the morning of the 15th, supposed for the attack of 
Fayal.” 

Another account says: 


According to accounts from Lisbon, the French have com- 
menced reprisals, by capturing three Portuguese coasting ves- 
sels, off the mouth of the Tagus. The details of the corres- 

ondence of the French Commander with the Government of 

on Miguel, have not transpired ; but there can be no doubt 
that the terms offered by the French Government have been 
refused, and that the Don is determined, for the present, to 
abide the consequence. The French force consists of two fri- 
gates, two corvettes, and a brig ; but, although it is sufficiently 
numerous and powerful to do serious mischief to the trade of 
the Portuguese, we suspect it will require something more than 
mere annoyance to overcome the obstinacy of Don Miguel, and 
induce him to pay that respect to the demands of the French, 
which he so readily conceded to the English. 

Advices were received from Lisbon ou Saturday, dated the 
25th aod 26th of May, from which we learn that our squadron 
received order, by the Carron steamer, in cunsequence of which 
it sailed, on the 26th, from the Tagus, leaving a brig and cor- 
vette for British protection. Mr. Hoppner, Acting Consul, went 
off in the steamer, and spoke with one of the French frigates, 
and was informed that they had captured five Portuguese ves- 





sels, names unknown. It is added that no blockade or hostility | with other countries. We have already spoken of this inter- 


is intended beyond that of capturing vessels bearing the Portu- 
guese flag—for which reason, ali ships at that time had ceased 
leaving port. 

Letters have been received from St. Michael's, stating the 
arrival of a ship from Fayal, which announces the landing of 
the Regency forces. During the confusion the ship raised her 
anchor ; she therefore brings no official details, but it was uno- 
cerstood that all the inhabitants of the Island would joio the 
Queen's forces. 

Lisson, May 25.-The following is the demand of the French 
Consul! on the Government of Dou Miguel : 

The Government of the King of France having taken into 
serious consideration the number of wrougs caused by the Por- 
tuguese Government, has ordered me to demand immediate 
reparation— 

1. First to set at liberty M. Bonhomme, and to anaoul the 
sentence against him. 

2. The dismissal of the Judges who pronounced the sentence 
against him. 

3. An indemnity of 20,000 franes for M. Bonhomme. 

4. The release or sursis claimed in a note of the 26th, in fa- 
vor of Claude Souvinet, condemned by an Extraordinary Com- 
mission, at Lishon, to ten years’ banishment to Africa. 

5. A satisfaction, on the part of his Excelleacy, for the offen- 
sive expressions injurious to ny character. 

6. To forbid, on severe penalty, all ecclesiastics from inter- 
fering in polities against the Freach. 

7. To engage formally not to permit the insertion of articles 
in the paper under the Censorship of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, against France or its Government. 

8. The strict adherence to the privilege of the French from 
arrest, except by an order of the Seen Conservateur. 

9. An indemnity of 6,000 franes to each of the Gamberys 
and Vallons, detained at Oporto for two years. 

10. Ao iudemuity of 10,000 fraucs in favor of Dubois, en- 
graver. 


A letter to a commercial house in New York, dated Lisbon, 
June —, says—** This Government, not having acceeded to the 
just demands of the French Goveroment, for the insults done 
to their flag and their subjects, a squadron was sent off our 
harbor, and a few days ago commenced hostilities, capturing 
every vessel bearing the Portuguese flag. We understand 
twelve have been taken and sent to Brest, one of them is the 
Felicidade, alias Galatea, of New Bedford, and we are sure 
uot one single vessel will escape. 

All other vessels are allowed to come in an‘ go where they 
please. It is not known how or when these hostilities will 
terminate; but we can assure you that many people will be 
ruined in consequence, and our commerce will receive a dead- 
ly blow. 

** Postscript, June 18.—Since beginning this letter, we learn 
that six vessels have been taken by the Freoch these three 
days back, thus augmenting the oumber of captures to tweaty- 
six vessels, of different sizes.” 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 





GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CURRENCY 
AND BANKING. 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 279.} 





Hitherto we have called the attention of our readers chiefly 
to the value of the gold and silver, and to the causes which in- 
fluence their value, throughout the world ; touching only inci- 
dentally upon the subject of the currency, which we have re- 
garded as consisting wholly of those metals. It is proper to 
make a few observations upon the true nature of a currency 
thus composed, and the relation it stands io to the residue of 
gold and silver applied to other uses. We have already said 
that the demand for the precious metals for the purposes of 
currency is a demand fora certain value, and not a certain 
quantity. This demand may be for a greater or less value, ac- 
cording to the greater or less value of the goods and commodi- 
ties to be bought and sold, or generally, to be circulated by 
means of the currency, and the rapidity of the circulation. But 
it is quite immaterial whether this required value is expressed 
in a small or a great number of gold or silver pieces—in a small 
or a large quantity of those metals. If, then, we suppose the 
quantity of them expressing the required value to be given, it 
follows that, in the event of a rise in their value, the quantity 
of them used in the currency must be diminished. The cur- 
rency would thus retain ao equal valuc, but would consist of a 
smaller quautity of these metals. This rise ia the value of gold 
and silver might originate io the application of them to some 
new use. Thus, while the value of these metals is enhanced, 
or a given quantity of them is of greater value than before, the 
quantity of them contained in the currency is less, while that 
employed in the useful aod ornamental arts is greater than be- 
fore. If the mines which now afford an annual supply of the 
precious metals should, from any cause, be rendered unproduc- 
tive, while the world continued to advance in wealth, indus- 
try, and population, the effect we have described must inevita- 
bly take place. Increasing wealth and industry would demand 


a larger quantity of those metals for the purposes of the arts. 


‘This increasing demaud for them must enhance their value. A 
smaller quantity of them, therefore, would represent the value 
necessary to perform the functions of the currency. The in- 
creasing exigencies of the circulation, and the consequent oe- 
cessity of increasing the value of the currency, would modify, 
and in a degree counteract, the tendency which it must have, 
in such a ease, to diminish the quantity. The enhanced value 
of gold and silver at the same time, would lead to the adoption 
of great economy in the use of them, both as a medium of ex- 
change aod as materials in the arts. In fact, however, the 
mines continue to yield a steady supply of these metals. The 
low prices, therefore, which would indicate the state of things 
we have supposed, are hardly to be expected for the present. 
It has, indeed, been suggested in one of the foreign quarterly 
publications, that the lew money prices of commodities, al- 
ledged to have prevailed for some time, is to be ascribed to the 
failure in quantity of the supply of these metals from the mines, 
compared with the growing demand for them. How far this 
may be true, it is nos to our present purpose to inquire. 

The currency of a country is affected by other causes, be- 
sides those which have been mentioned, and which belong to 
the situation of a country, as connected and having igterceurse 





course between different countries, as affecting the value of th , 
precious metals respectively belonging to them. It is necessary 
also to consider the relation that subsists between that portion 
of the gold and silver in a country, which is employed as cur- 
reacy, and that which is consu:med in the useful and ornament- 
alarts. The same observations which have been made upoar 
the subject of the similar relation existing in the world at large, 
are applicable here, with this difference, that, in a country bold- 
ing commercial intercourse with others, the currency is liable 
to influences which do not belong to the situation of one insu- 
lated from others, or to that of the world at large, which is si- 
milar. Commercial intercourse implies more or less fluctua- 
tion in the quantities of the commodities which are the subject 
of it, ia the countries between whom it is carried on; and, 
consequeaotiy, more or less fluctuation in their market prices. 
Gold and silver are no less subject to this law than other com- 
modities, and a currency which consists of those metals is ha- 
bie to influences arisiug from this temporary and alternate de- 
pression and elevation of their price. Hl, fur example, the 
quantity of gold and silver in a cuuntry, from any cause, is in- 
creased in comparison to other commodities, and their relative 
value to the latter is consequently depressed, the tendency of 
this would be to augment the quantity of these metals em- 
ployed as currency. If an opposite cause should elevate their 
market-price, the effect would be, of course, to diminish the 
quantity of the currency. In the techuical language of the 
writers upon this subject, if the market-price of gold and silver 
bullien should rise above the mint- price, a portion of the coin 
would be melted down. This elevation of the market-price of 
bullion might arise from a large foreign expenditure, whether 
in payment for goods imported, or in support of a foreign war. 
In either case the effect of elevating the price of bullion is the 
same, wad, as a consequence, of lessening the quantity of the 
coin. The importation of a large amount of goods from a for- 
eign country, may sometimes be paid for by the exportation of 
a quantity of our home-productiens. But the foreign and cre- 
ditor-country may not want any of our home-productions, ei- 
ther fur its own use and consucption or for the purposes of 
trade. In this case the debt must be paid in some commodity 
that it does want and will accept of. If gold and silver are 
comparatively abundant and cheap at home, and searce and 
dear in the creditor-country, the debt may be advantageously 
paid in these metals: for their comparative dearness abroad in- 
sures a large amount of goods as an equivalent. The case 
may be stated thus: a certain amount of gold and silver is ex- 
ported for the purchase of goods from a foreign country, where 
these metals are comparatively dear. The goods are nnported 
and sold by the importer for a larger amount of gold and silver 
than was employed to purchase them abroad : for, at home, 
these metals are comparatively cheap. Thus the exporter of 
the gold and silver, who is also the importer of the goods, 
makes a profit of the difference between what he gave abroad 
and what he receives at home, of gold and silver, for the goods 
imported. It is obvious, that, if this process is often repeated, 
the equilibrium of the precious metals must at length be re- 
stored. But, where this restoration bas been thoroughly effected, 
gold aad silver may still be both exported and imported. Par- 
ticular sorts of goods or commodities may be dear in one coun- 
try and cheap in another ; they may be scarce in the former 
and abundant in the latter. Such goods or commodities, if ex- 
ported from the country where they are cheap and abundant, 
to that where they are dear and searce, would afford the ex- 
porter a profit in their foreign price, which, if he pleases, he 
may import in the shape of gold and silver; and thus the equi- 
librium of these metals, which had just been restored, would 
again be disturbed. But it is obvious, that trade. where it is 
left free and unrestrained by laws, (and often even in spite of 
them,) is always seeking to restore this equilibrium : for, as 
we have already remarked, wherever gold and silver become 
abundant and cheap iu one country, and scarce aad dear ia 
another, it will be found profitable to export it from the former 
to the latter. The same thing, indeed, is more or less true of 





most other commodities ; but these, for reasons already suffi- 
ciently detailed, and which, indeed, are very obvious, are not 
either so universally acceptable, or so generally exportable, as 
the precious metals. Hecce it happens that many commodities 
coutioue for a length of time abundant and cheap in one coun- 
try, and scarce and dear in another. Potatoes are not so ex- 
portable as flour or rice, because they are less durable, and, 
besides, have less value in proportion to their bulk. A debt, 
therefore, contracted by one country to another, would be more 
conveniently paid in flour or rice, than in potatoes, supposing 
them of equal cheapness in the exporting or debtor-country, 
aod in equal demand ina the creditor or importing one. Flour 
aud rice, too, are more generally eaten; and, if not wanted for 
consuinption in the creditor couutry, might even be re-export- 
ed to some place where they are in request. Potatoes, on ac- 
count of thei bulk and want of durability, could not bear a 
re-exportation. Commodities of this description must be very 
cheap indeed in one country, and very dear indeed in another, 
to become an article of commerce. Gold and silver, un the 
contrary, from their possessing a great value in a small bulk, 
are easily and cheaply transmissible from one country to ano- 
ther, the moment that their relative abuudance is greater in the 
one than the other. And, as the mass of them existing in the 
world may be regarded as fixed, and the annual supply from 
the mines (which, by-the-bye, from its comparatively small 
amount, is of less coneequence,) as steadily the same, their va- 
lue probably approaches more nearly to perfect uniformity, 
throughout the civilized world, than that of any other commo- 
dity that we know of. | 


Sometimes it may be advantageous to discharge a foreign 
debt by the exportation of goods. A certain quantity of gold and 
silver we will suppose to be due by a merchant to his corres- 
pondent abroad, for goods that the former has imported. If he 
cao find no ove who has a bill of exchange for sale, by means 
of which the necessity of transmitting the gold and silver may 
be avoided, he must either transmit these or some o'her com- 
modity ; but he finds, upon inquiry, that a particular deserip- 
tion of goods, which are cheap at home, are dear in the coun- 
try in which his creditor lives, By purchasing a quantity ot 
these goods, and transmitting them to the crediter-country, 
where they are sold for a larger quantity of gold and silver 
than they cost at home, he may not only pay his debt without 
the expeuse of sending specie, but may even derive a profit 
from the transaction. It can scarcely be necessary, after what: 





has already been said, to suggest, that where gold and silver 
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Barner of the Constitution. 





i — 


happen to be rather cheaper in one country than another, 


—_—- - 


altwo eagles are in fact worth more than twenty dollars, a debt 


debt fiom tie former to the latter would be paid in those me- | of the nominal amount of twenty dollars would be discharged 
tals, in preverence to other commodities, upon a similar prin- | by the payment of twenty dollars in silver, and not of two ea- 


ciple. 


gles in gold. Government would in vain enact statutes de- 


In the foregoitig remarks we have spoken of gold and silver | claring or decreeing two things to be equal in velue, which, iu. 


as if they maintained towards one another invariably the same 


fact, 


were not so. . Government may indeed cheat its creditors, 


ry’ : . ° 
relative value. This is not strictly true. It appears, from the! and enable all other debtors to do the same. Phe history of 
history of the two metals for the Isst avo or three centuries, | all the Governments of Europe is full of examples of this kind, 


that gold formerly was less valuable, compared with silver, 
than it is at present. In England, during the reigns of some 
of her monarchs, we find it rated sometimes, 19 comparison 
with silver, no higher than five to one; at other periods as ten 
to one ; and at the present time the proportional values of the 
(wo metals are expressed by the rativ of fifteen nod a frac- 
tion to onc—which is, in fact, very nearly the true ratio. We 
have not thought it necessary to be exact in stating these sta- 
tutory proportions, which it ts well known varied considerably 
from the real. The dcbasement aud clipping of the com tn 
former times were carried to so great an extent, that the ratio 
in which gold and silver pieces—guineas and shillings, for ex- 
ample—were exchanged for one apoth r, would afford a very 
imperfect criterion of the relative value of the two metals. 
The data that we have, however, are quite sufficient to prove 
tho appreciation of gold in comparison with silver. ‘The change 
has bece very slow, and, for the last hundred years, and since 
application was made to Sir Isane Newton for his advice upon 
the subject of fixing the relative value of the two metals by 
statute, it would not appear that this value had undergone any 
perceptible alteration. It was the opined of Lord Liverpool, 
expressec in his work on Coin, thar eold was liable 
fluctuation in its value than silver. His arguments in support 
of this opinion are successfully refuted, we think, in an able 
article of the Edinburgh Review, written, we have reason to 
believe, by the celebrated Mr. Horner. The writer of this ar- 
ticle roes sv far xs to maintain an opinion the reverse of his 
Lordship’s, and asserts the probability that silver ts steacher in 
its value than gold; grounding his belief upon the fact that 
the former metal is more universally an article of commerce. 
The question undoubtedly is one of great vicety. One thing 
is quite certain, viz. that the great principles upon which the 
steadiness of the value of both these metals is founded, are es- 
It is also certain thet the variation of their 
values, compared with one another, bas been generally too 
srnall to make a discrimination between them of any practical 
importance. It may be observed, however, that, in fact, there 
are two distinet questions involved in such an inquiry. The 
one respects the fluctuations of the market-price of the two 
metals—the other the gradual variation which may take place 
in their relative value, arising from a change in the relative 
quantity of labor aud capital necessary to their production, 
aud the consequent change which would hence be induced in 
the relative quantities of these metals actually in use in the 
world. Without iatending to decide upon the matter, we in 
cline to be of the opinion of the reviewer, that, if it were ne- 
cessary to fix upon one of these metals as a standard of vaiue, 
in preference to the other, silver, and pot gold, is the better en 
titled to that preference, in opposition to the opinion of Lord 
Liverpool. The value of the whole mass of silver in use and 
circulation in the world, is far greater than thatof the gold. This 
circumstance would seem to place the value of the former me- 
tal more under the control of general, and less under that of 
particular or partial causes. It is obvious that the adoption 
of gold as a currency in a country, and the exclusion of silver 
for that purpose, would have a greater effect in raising the va- 
lue of the ormer, than in depressing that of the later metal. 
The discovery of a gold mine of great fertility, and yielding a 
ceriain annual return in gold, would depress the value of that 
meial in a more sensible degree, than the discovery of a silver 
mioe, yielding a similar return in silver, would depress that of 
the latter metal. Hf gold watches should go ont of fashion, 
and the me'al composing them should be displaced by a quan 
tity of silver of similar value—if, instead of one gold watch, 
the demand should be for as many silver watches as contain an 
equal metallic vatue with the former—gold would sink, we im- 
agine, in such a case, more than silver would rise. In fact, 
however, we regard the question, in a practical point of view, 
es ove ef little importance. The variations tn the relative va- 
fue of the two metals are scarcely such as would warrant the 
measure of establishing one of them as a legal tender and stand- 
ard of value, in exclusion of the other. The permitting both of 
them to retain this character cannot, we are persuaded, affect, 
in any sensible manner, the due performance of contracts. We 
confess, at the same time, that we can perceive uo solid objec- 
tion to the selecting that metal as a standard and legal render, 
which, at the time, is in most general use and circulation as 
eurrency. Io this case the debtor and creditor would have an 
equal chance of benefit or loss from any change that might 
take ploce in the value of the metal established as a legal ten- 
der. Hf, on the other hand, it is left to the option of the debtor 
to discharge his debt, however expressed, (\. hether as so many 
pounds sterling or so many dollars) in the quantity of geld, or 
in that of silver which represents that nominal amount, he wi 
discharge it, of coerse, iv that metal which, at the time of the 
payment, 13 of the less value. In order that the creditor should 
bevelit by the change, it would be necessary that both metals 
should rise in value ; but the chance that they may both fall is 
at least equal; and if either of them fal!s he loses, but if either 
of them rises he does not gain by it. The chances, therefore, 
are, in this case, clearly in favor of the debtor. Whether the 
consideration of this might not, in contracts made for a long 
series of years, influence the adjustment of the conditions, is 
apother question. The debtor would probably not be unmind- 
ful of his interest, and would be careful to indemnify himself, 
by the terms of his contract, agzinst avy loss he might sustain 
through a depreciation of the currency in which he ts paid. 
Bat, io ordinary contracts, the fluctuations in the relative value 
of gold and silver may be altogether disregarded. 


to less 


sentially the same. 


ki is obvious, that, where both gold and silver are made a 
legal tender, it becomes necessary to adjust the proportions in 
which they are to be received in payment of any given nominal 
amount of debt. These statutory proportions should be such 


as to correspond as early as possible with the actual relative | 


value of the two metals at the time. If either of them should 
be woder-rated, ia comparison with the other, the inevitable ef- 


feet would! be its disappearance from the currency. If the legal | 
tender in gold, necessary for the discharge of a given debt, is| 
of grenter value than tho legal tender in silver, the debtor 


Would choose ratice te pry his debt iv silver thaa in gold, 


| But, as long as Government abstains from actual fraud, it pos- 


sesses a very limited contro! over the relative value of the pre- 
leieus metals. It is unuecessary to repeat, afver what has al- 
-ready been said, that these metals owe their value to their use 
land their scarcity—to the desire we have to obtain them, and 
the difliculty we have ia getting them. ‘The demand for them 
| is independent of Government, and founded upon their utility. 
'The only effectual means of destroying or lessening their value 





would be by deswoying or lessening their utility——the eanly 
‘means of increasing their value would be by mereasing their 


'unlity, thereby increasing the demand for them, which, by 
‘leading to the application of additional capital and labor to 
ltheir production, would increase at the same time their quan- 
| tity. 
ithe eapital and labor laid out, their value would continue aug- 
| mented. Government possesses no power of increasing the utt- 
| lity of these metals, aud none, therefore, of increasing their 
value. A despotic Government, i is true, may prohilat, under 
penaliy of death, avutilation, or imprisonment, the use of ether 
lor both these metals, whether as currency or in any other shape. 
Such a Gevernment, probally, would not last very long ; but, 
while it did last, the effect of such a prohibition would be to 
drive gold and silver out of a country where they were of ao 
use, to other countries where they are of use. For a like rea- 
son. if Goverument, vader a penalty, oblige a man to use more 
gold for effecting a particular object, than the nature of the 
thing requires, aud he can effect the same object by using a 
quantity of silver of less value than the required nod legal 
quantity of gold, he would of course ure the silver in preler- 
ence. 

silver ; 


But, as the return, in this case, is less in proportion to 


mo far, there would be less use tor gold, and more for 
and the effect of this would be to drive outa portion 
of the former metal to countries where such absurd and op- 
pressive laws had no existence. The consequence of under- 
rating either of these metals, in relation to the other, in the 
currency, has, as we have already remarked, a similar effeet. 
According to Mr. Gall ‘tin, justly esteemed very high authority 
upon such a subject, gold, in the United States, has been un 
and to this cireumstance 
he ascribes the almost total disappearance of the former metal 
As a remedy for this evil, (lor so he re- 
gards it, notwithstanding the substitution of paper-money so 
generaily, in this country, in 


derrated, in comparison with silver ; 


from our currency. 
the place of both gold and silver,) 
he proposes the adoption of a ratio, nearer than the present 

At then 
present valuation, adopted in the year 1790, the exportation ol 
gold must take place even at periods when the balance of trade 


one, to the average relative value of these metals. 


is in our favor. In other words, gold, in the shape of currency, 
is so much underrated, that that portion of it which might 
otherwise have circulated as coin, will inevitably be exported, 
even al perioas W hen a balance of debt is due us from foreign 
nations, aud when, according to the ordinary course of things, 
gold should be comparatively cheap abroad and dear at home. 
The foreign debt, in such a case, it is obvious, would he paid 
to us either in silver or in commodities, but not in gold: for, 
whatever tne deficieney of the currency. this may b> supphed 
by an additional importauion of silver. Nothing but a demand 
for gold fur the uses of the arts, could, in such a case, call for 
a supply of this me tal from abroad, or, rather, could produce 
it. The ratio recommended for adoption, by Mr. Gallatin, is 
that of one not much above 15.6:1. This, he is of opinion, 
would be sufliciently high to prevent the preseut vudue export- 
ation of gold. 
[ To be concluded in our nezt. | 


FOR THE BANDSER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


AN APPEAL FOR JUSTICE TO THE POOR, 
Addressed to the Members elected to the Twenty-Second Congress 
of the United States. 

NO. XXXVI. 


The question should be well canvassed, and the subject wel! 
considered, before the people should admit the propesitieon— 


politicians, and admitted by the National Legislature—that the 
character of the population, and the condition of the people, 
of the United States, is such, that the patronage of Congress, 
and barriers between this avd other countries, are necessary 
for the success of the arts and manulactures in this country. 

This question, in regard to one of the most important items 
vpon which the ‘Tariff operates, has already been argued in a 
masterly manoer, and much more satisfactorily than any but a 
practical man could have done. A very able writer, in the 
Banner of the Constitution, over the siguatare of * Statist,” 
seems to have settled this question in favor of the citizens and 
manufacturers of the United Siates. This writer seems rather 
to be in favor than against the Tarif, «ud will be regarded as 
a disinterested witness. He certainly is an intelligent witness. 
As his essays have appeared in the Danver of the Constitution, 
I beg leave to refer to, and include tuem as a part, an import- 
ant part, of this Appeal for Justice to the Puor.* 


* In the fourth number of “ Statist,” published in the Banner of the 
Constitution, No. 26, the writer states the only defence of commercial 
restrictions which sounds in any degree plausible. The tendencies of 


not consider so much to be relied unon, as the basis of calculation, as 
the “disturbing causes,”’ as he terms them—or, in other words, that the 
deviations or exceptions from thie a neral rule are so numerous and fre- 
quent as to destroy the value of the rule. | 

This is to put an end to all science in relation to this subject. There 
is not, upon this supposition, any practical utility in Political Economy 
as a study, or science, as it is often called—when its professed object is 
utility. The Restrictive System adopted almost every where, the dis- 
treases of the times, with other causes whieh it is difficult to trace, and 
| which none but the very few who are, at the same time, practical men 
' and philosophical observers, have the opportunity and the skill to trace, 
cause alterations in prices. his fluctuation, however, is ne reason 
why we should wholly forego calculation. in regular times, which we 
may hope for hereafter, this fluctuation must be slight. At all umes, 
when there has not been some change in the cost of production, these 





If} Syctuations are only variations from the regular principle that the eoet 


which seems to have been laid down by the principal ‘Taniff| 


nature to bring the price of any manufactured article, at any one place, 
near to the cost of production at any other place, this gentleman does | 


Suppose that this gentleman has fallen into a slight mistake 
—suppuse that the statements, of which we hear so often, of 
the exportation of our cotton manufactures to other countries, 
are deceptive, and that we do not and can not wow manufac- 
ture cotton quite so cheaply as the English—what then? The 
ivery agitation of the question whether any manufacture can be’ 
carried on here as cheaply as in Great Britain, proves that our 
inauufacturers have po great superiority to contend rgainst— 
we must be nearly on the level :—and the proper question is, 
whether, when our manufacturers are freed from the present 
burdens of the Tariff. and when our manufacturers shall be 
stimulated to try their best against the English, we sball be 
driven by them out of the foreign market. We are pow, it is 
said by Tarill advocates, dividing the foreign market with the 
British. By lessening the cost of our manufactures in respects 
in Which the cost of these in Great Britain remains the same, 
we shall evidently extend our foot-hold in the foreign market. 
The possession, or even the participation, of the foreign mi..- 
ket, secures to our manufacturers the home-market. It is at 
least douliful whether the home-market ean be secured to our 
own manufacturers so long as they cannot compete with the 
English in foreign markets. 

Ii, like many others, [ could put my faith in the oracle of the 
Restrictive party, the North American Review—and my faith 
were, like that of the Editor of the North American Review, 
the basis of the faith of others—the question, whether au Ame- 
rican manufacturer needs statutes and enactments to prevent 
British manufacturers from clothing his next-door neighbors, 
would soon be setded. The North American Review—when 
the articles in support of the Restrictive System, if sot from 
the pen of the Editor, have at least his sanetiou—asserts that 
the labor of ene American citizen ip manvfactoriig—or, as it 
would be unplied, in any thing else—ts equivalent to the labor 
of two aliens. Not content with the simple statement of this 
philosophical and accurate position, it enforces it by stating, in 
effect, that an American operative, who receives double the 
compensation of a foreign operative, does not receive higher 
wages for the same amount of laber, but performs double the 
amount of labor.¢ ‘This is plain extravagance—what might 
nave been expected from some of the partisans of the Ameri- 
can System, but not to h@ve found a place in the North Ame- 
rican Review. It is, however, found there, and should stop 
that journal from further preferring the claim of protection 
against foreigners, who are to us as children. 

The North American Review has admitted, althoegh not so 
fully and explicitly as might be desired, that the Protecting Po- 
licy should be temporary. So far, so well. Nothing—or cer- 
tainly very few ihings—zives more pain, to one who considers 
the cultivated intellectual men of the country its ornaments 
and its pride, than the reflection, that, in Boston, a set of men, 
whose talents and principles were once enlisted on the right 
side, from the love of gold, or the love of popularity, have gone 
over to the eause of misrule, wickedness, and oppression. 

‘Times and cireuamstances have made converts to strange opi- 
nions and strange causes. When, however, the advance of in- 
tellect has been checked in an enlightened portion of an en- 
lightened country—when mind seems to retrograde—when opi- 
nion has become perverted and corrupt among those who have 
been most pure—when those who have been deemed the best 
and wisest seem to catch the contagion of party-spirit in a bad 
cause, and advocate and enforce injustice—it seems a moral 
miracle. ‘That the uninstructed maltitede should be duped by 
the delusion of the American System, is in accordance with 
too much that is to be found in the history ef the human mind. 
That the seductions of dividends may have iosensibly influea- 
ced the opinions and conduct of capitalists, who otherwise would 
have been found on the side of justice, is also in accordance 
with experience. Still much is to be accounted for, It is pass- 
ing strange and wonderful that the attractions of Legislative 
station, or the plaudits of a monied mob, should place such 
men as Webster, Gorham, or either of the Everetts, in the T:- 
rif ranks. Any elevation that is attained by aiding the cause 
of Restriction, wust be ephemeral. Reputation thus gained 
cannot pass down to posterity. 


A FRIEND TO THE POOR. 


of production regulates the price of the article. When there is no 
mouopoly, the cust of production mast of necessity be the basis of the 
rice. 

‘The true practical wisdom, in this respect, is plain. Free intercourse 
tends as weil to bring the cost of production as the price ef the article 
to a level; and any country—the United States, fur instance—whieb 
leaves intercourse 900 importations free, will, of course, enable ber ci- 
tizens to obtain all ariicies at the natural price—or, in other words, at 
| the lowest price. 

j 
| 4 This proposition is found near the close of the Review of Mr. Wil- 
lard Phillips's “ Treatise ou Poliuea! Leonomy.” It would Le curious 
| to trace it «» other applications. Has the emigration of a foreign citizen, 
|) asa manufacturer, into this country, any tendency to vary the proper- 
tion of his value, as compared with that of an American cnizen? Does 
the proportion of two to one in favor of a citizen over an alien, as stated 
in the North American Review, hold between citizens and denizens ? 
| May not some of the hands now arriving from the British manufacto- 
ries, into this country, be equal to three-fourths or seven-eighths of an 
| American? May he not even become fully equal to au American, se 
| s00n as he shail be well cettled in “ the land of protection?” 
|_ Mr. Phillips, as the Review states, ‘sums up” in favor of the Tariff. 
| 
} 





It is unfortunate that a gentleman like Mr. Phillips, writing a book 
which was totended to be a permanent book of instruction, should have 
been so tnetured with the now prevalent delusion of the locality in 
which he resides. 
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-‘TERMS.—This paper is published every Wenpvespay, and will, as 
heretofore, advocate the principles of Free ‘Trade and a limited com 
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